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Prez Sez
First of all this month, some important reminders: at our meeting on Wednesday June 14th we will have
election of officers for the coming year, we will have presentation to our members of the proposed budget for
next year, and Rob, KV8P, on behalf on the Technical Committee will have the separate proposal for upgrades
to repeater antennas. Final plans for our Field Day event will be discussed by Steve, W8TER, and Glenn,
W8MUK. Also, renewal of membership is due before July 1st, and a change here is that the complimentary
“over 70” membership category has been changed to $5.00/year. Don’t forget that all are welcome to the
TMRA FLdigi training net on 147.270 at 7:30pm Tuesdays – we concentrate on message passing that would be
of value in emergency situations, particularly if we were supporting hospital communications.
Updates: I have renewed the TMRA FCC Club License W8HHF – it is valid now until August 8th 2027. We
have a contract with Owens Community College for our 2018 Hamfest on March 17th 2018 – the only increase
in cost was for the use of the room for VE testing.
New: Dave, KD8EVN, has arranged with the Maumee Branch of the Lucas County Library to have a
TMRA/ARRL/Amateur Radio display of relevant items that will be on view at the library for the month of June
– items in a 4’ x 6’ display case. Dave was also very active with the planning and organization of the Special
Event Station K8E on the Col. James M. Schoonmaker on the Museum Ships on the Air weekend June 3 & 4 –
Dave has more information on that elsewhere in this Newsletter. Thanks Dave, to you and all who participated.
I would have been there also, but I had a commitment at a microbiology meeting in New Orleans that weekend.
Sad news, as many are probably aware by now, is that George Henzler, WB8HHZ, died on May 5th. George
was a long time member of TMRA, and very active in ARES and was Ohio District 1 Emergency Coordinator
for many years. I sent a sympathy card on behalf of TMRA to his family. His family requested that memorial
donations be made to an organization of the donor’s choice. We had no policy regarding requests such as this
for deceased members, and at the last TMRA Executive Committee meeting we discussed this and decided that
from now on it would be appropriate to donate $50.00 to the ARRL Scholarship Fund in the memory of the
deceased amateur, so we will do so in memory of George.
June has been and still will be a very active amateur radio month for us – thanks to all who are involved.
73, Brian, WD8MXR

ARES News
From Lucas County EC, Skeet, KD8KXD
A reminder that the LCARES Monthly Meeting will be held Saturday, June
24th, time 9:00 am at the TMRA Field Day site. The location is the Wolcott
House Complex 1031 River Road in Maumee.
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Thanks to all the operators that help provide communications for the Toledo Memorial Day Parade!
I am still in the process of complying a list of LCARES members who would be interested in receiving text
messages to their cell phone. This method will be used to alert operators of important information such as
Disaster call-up, where to tune your radio, and other items as needed. What I need from you is your cell phone
number and your carrier. Send me an email to KD8KXD@arrl.net

Congratulations to New Hams and Upgrades!
From Steve, KC8TVW
Here are the new hams and upgrades: New Ham, General: Jack, KE8HBS; new extra: Jeanne, KB8TAT.

CW Classes
Steve, KC8TVW, reports that CW classes are on hold until September.

Help Needed
From Rick, K8RKS
We've been asked to help with a new event this year. It's called the Muddy Mini and it's a half marathon that
starts in Maumee and ends at Mud Hens Stadium in Downtown Toledo. The course generally follows the river
and can be seen at: www.muddymini.com.
The race is taking place on Saturday, June 17th and
starts at 7:30 AM. We're going to need quite a few
operators to cover all the spots so please consider
giving some of your time to this event. If you'd like to
volunteer or need more information please contact me
at either k8rks@arrl.net or 419-471-0573. Thanks!

Lucas, W6LDS, Speaks at
Hamvention Forum
Congratulations to Lucas, W6LDS, for speaking at
the youth forum at the Clark County Fairgrounds in
Xenia. The title of his presentation was “The
SharkRF openSPOT.”
Several TMRA members attended and said that Lucas
did a great job. Fine business, Lucas!
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Museum Ships Weekend
By Glenn, W8MUK
“It will be a tough act to follow!” We sometimes hear this about a performer whose show was so good that the
next performer will likely look poor by comparison. Well, TMRA’s K8E Team for Museum Ships Weekend did
so well that I can’t imagine how we could make it better.
On June 3 and 4, TMRA set up three Special Event
stations for 12 hours on the Col. James M.
Schoonmaker, a retired lake freighter anchored at the
National Museum of the Great Lakes in Toledo, Ohio.
We operated along with amateur radio operators on 109
other museum ships in the United States and throughout
the world. The K8E Team made contacts in 49 out of 50
states, Canada, Mexico, Aruba, Belgium, Belize,
Bhutan, Cuba, France, Uganda, and US Virgin Islands!
Using the Special Event call sign “K8E” we made
almost fourteen hundred contacts on 40, 20, and even 2
meters in a little over 12 hours.
And what pile-ups! Sometimes the calls came so thick
and fast we couldn’t make out the call signs and had to ask everyone to try again. The heavy call volumes along
with difficult band conditions required the best of our operating skills. After 20 or 30 intense minutes, most of
us needed a break from operating or logging.
It was particularly nice to hear the gratitude of the hams we contacted. Time after time we were thanked for
setting up the station and helping to make the Museum Ships Weekend possible.
Credit for this success goes primarily to Dave,
KD8EVN, for assembling a team of 28 hams who
operated and logged, provided, set up and removed
equipment, brought food, told stories, and consistently
gave encouragement to each other.
Planning for this event goes back for months: meetings
with the Team, securing K8E call sign, getting
permission to operate on the Schoonmaker to be part of
the Museum Ships on the Air Event, and becoming a
Special Event with ARRL and QST magazine. Dave
pulled everything together over the past few weeks with
the help of the K8E Team.
Dave would be the first to give credit to the TMRA hams who rigged antennas, ran cables, set up transceivers
and amplifiers, and generally adapted the equipment to the particular challenges of a shipboard operating
environment. Imagine a place where the floors, walls, ceilings, and even the doors are made of plate steel.
Going from deck to deck means climbing ladders or stairs too steep to carry anything bulky or heavy. Even the
bathrooms were six hundred feet away! We had to bring equipment, food and water aboard via a hoist operated
by museum ship volunteers.
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While I’m mentioning those who made it all possible,
I want to give a special “thank you” to the National
Museum of the Great Lakes staff and the
Schoonmaker volunteers. They went out of their way
to make us welcome and to assist us in getting the
station ready. They thanked us for being there as
much as we thanked them for letting us be there. They
invited us to come back more often than once a year.
We all give a big thank you to Denny, W8EZ, for
building the Crappie-Pole Yagi for 20 meters and
providing guidance from his experience operating aboard ship in the past. Once again, “We owned 14.260
20M”.
We have photos thanks to Dave KD8EVN, Darrin KD8WBZ, and Glenn W8MUK.
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Field Day 2017
By Steve, W8TER
In a little more than a week, Field Day will be upon us. All of our planning and preparations will be put to the
test. As many of you know, this year our operating structure will be a little different. Here’s a quick summary of
what to expect.
First, at the June TMRA general meeting, we will complete the drawing for the primary operating bands (80,
40, and 20 meters). The 80 meter operating team will also have alternate responsibility for 160 meters. The 40
meter team will also have responsibility for 15 meters. The 20 meter team will also have 10 meters. If a team
doesn’t want to operate on its alternate band, it may delegate operating responsibility to someone else.
The Get on the Air Station (GOTA) will operate on 2 meters and 6 meters.
If you were at the May club meeting and wanted to be part of an operating team, you will have already picked a
color. At the June meeting, we will assign a primary band to each color. You then will know the band to which
you are assigned.
Once you know your band assignment, you should meet with your other primary band team members and
decide on what equipment, antennas, modes, scheduling, and other details needed for field day. Please plan on
coming to the field day walk-thru on Friday, June 16 at 5:00 PM at the Wolcott House grounds in Maumee,
Ohio. At that time we will decide antenna placement, locate operating sites, and work out other details.
Didn’t pick a color yet? There will be time to pick at color at the June meeting before the primary bands are
assigned.
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Don’t like the band to which you are assigned? Find someone on the primary band on which you want to
operate and see if he or she wants to trade. Do you like the band to which you are assigned, but also want to
operate on other bands? Talk to the other primary bands teams and
ask to be a guest operator. Everyone needs a break from operating
THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
and logging. You will be welcome.
Want to operate or log, but don’t want to be a part of an
operating team? Just ask to be a guest operator. Extra help is
always needed.
Want to try out your antenna or rig at field day? Ask the
operating team on the band you want to use. They will likely make
a spot for you. Also, there may be limited opportunities to set up on
the non-primary bands. Just remember there is not room for
everyone to use a dipole; there are a limited number of suitable
trees. You may need to use another style of antenna.
Just want to come to field day to hang out? We always need
extra help in addition to operating and logging. For instance, we
are beginning set-up on Friday, June 23. We will need help. Also,
we are planning to have lunch and dinner on Saturday. We will
need food to share. Give me a call or send an email at
W8TER@ARRL.net.
As in the past, limited camping is permitted on the grounds. Please
ask before you set up to be sure you are not interfering with
another activity.
We are fortunate to have the Wolcott House grounds to use for
Field Day. Please take a moment to thank the Wolcott House staff.

ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Brian, WD8MXR;
Vice-President, Glenn, W8MUK;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.

Board Members: Steve, W8TER;
Skeet, KD8XKD; Tom, KD8WCD:
Dan, KE8UE; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmasters, Zak, N8ZAK &
Mike, N8ZLW
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Remember: Field Day is June 24 and 25, 2017
at the Wolcott House Museum grounds on
River Road in Maumee, Ohio. Contact Steve,
W8TER, or Glenn, W8MUK, for more
information.
Tech Committee
By Rob, KV8P
Tech committee update from May 2017
Those that made the last general meeting are already aware that the club is looking to purchase and install
several new high quality Sinclair folded/phased dipole array repeater antennas in the near future. At the May
meeting it was decided that the technical committee would work with Sinclair suppliers to review, identify and
recommend available antenna upgrades and review all available discounts with Sinclair (based on multi-antenna
purchase and non-profit benefit options). Significant time was spent in May doing just that. After working
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closely with Sinclair suppliers, we have a very good recommendation plan pulled together for our general
membership based on those discussions, and we plan to present it at the June Meeting along with the upcoming
budgets.
Rich, KQ6EF, has done some work on the 442.850 amplifier to attempt to remove the noise being generated on
the 442.850 and 224.140 repeaters. As of the time of this write-up, it hasn't yet been put to the test. However,
the repeater is sounding good and we'll be giving it a good test soon. Big thanks to Rich for those efforts.
The month of May presented us a few power outage challenges on the 147.27 and 224.14 repeaters, which
reared its head when students left the site for the summer. The linking of repeaters caused the voltages to drop
to the point that repeaters would alarm and stop working. This was at its worst when all three repeaters were
transmitting and therefore showed up during nets the most. The issue was eventually found to be a stressed
power feed that was feeding our repeater systems at the repeater site. The repeaters have been moved to another
stable and available power feed at the site until repairs can be made. We are monitoring this closely as
renovations to the facility begin and we have begun discussions with the renovation planning team. We are
hoping to include, and have requested, that a new multi-phase power feed (from backup power systems) for our
repeaters and a CAT6 internet feed be installed during the renovations. However, these discussions are in early
stages. We are hopeful they can be included.
While onsite at our UT Campus site this month, we also did some work on removing some repeater receiver
noise sources at the site (which were plentiful). Additional work is being planned to remove/fix/eliminate
additional noise source potentials at the site this summer. More to come on that.
This past month we replaced the laptop running Wires-X on the 146.835 repeater with a much faster standard
small-form factor PC due to issues that the older laptop was experiencing. This PC also has much more
memory, and the hard-drive was updated to a solid state drive to support speed and longevity. It appears to be
working very well and is filling 146.835 with a great deal of Wires-x C4FM activity for everyone to enjoy.
Also, as always, Chrissy, KC8UFV, continually works behind the scenes to implement new features, system
audio/server tweaks and implement new security items. We always appreciate her efforts with keeping things
secured, usable, and running smoothly.
CURRENT PROJECTS
We did have one great find at the Dayton Hamvention. The tech committee came away with a 85' spool of 15/8" Andrews Heliax that was found in the fleamarket (for a steal!). We delivered it in the large belly of the bus
and plan to use it either for an upcoming repeater duplexer project OR to replace our smaller 1/2" feedline on
our 927.025 repeater. (Even 1/2" heliax is quite lossy at 927MHz, believe it or not.) Like-new large 1-5/8"
connectors were also located at the hamvention for a mere $10. This should present a very inexpensive, yet
very worthwhile upgrade this summer. More to come on it.
This coming month the tech committee plans to also do some additional work on the link audio for the 250.3 pl
feed for 147.27 from downtown. Yes, we know it could be better, and we have some plans to implement some
changes that we think will help.
Last, but not least, Tom, KD8WCD, has been getting together what is needed and prepping the old 2m
stationmaster antenna for use at our downtown site (as the 2m link receive antenna). More to come.
73 until next month.
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Ham Radio Display at the Maumee Library
Don’t forget the TMRA amateur radio display will be
exhibited in the Maumee Library until the end of June.
The display is the product of much hard work by
Dave, KD8EVN, and his team from TMRA. In an
email commenting on the display, Dave said, “We
hope it is a good overview of TMRA, ARRL, and
amateur radio.”
Many thanks to Dave and his team for making this
possible.

Regional Hamfests
From Dale’s Tales for June 2017
Jun 3 - IRA Hamfest - Hudsonville, MI
Jun 3 - Fulton County - Tedrow, OH
Jun 3 - Princeton Hamfest - Princeton, KY
Jun 4 - Chelsea Hamfest - Chelsea, MI
Jun 10 - Luce County - Newberry, MI
Jun 10 - Union County - Marysville, OH
Jun 17 - Milford Hamfest - Milford, OH
Jun 18 - Monroe Hamfest - Monroe, MI
Jun 24 & 25 - FIELD DAY
Jul 8 - GARS Hamfest - Germantown, OH
Jul 9 - 20/9 Tailgate - Austintown, OH
Jul 16 - Van Wert Hamfest - Van Wert, OH
Jul 22 - Harrison Hamfest - Harrison, MI
Jul 22 - GMARC Tailgate - Shelby Twp, MI
Jul 22 - Big Sandy Hamfest - Louisa, KY
Jul 29 - CMARC Outdoor Hamfest - Lansing, MI
Jul 30 - Portage Hamfest - Ravenna, OH
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Did You Know?



The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.



The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive (in
front of the water tower).
The Fldigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz.












The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry
Building, Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio.
The Six Meter Net meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST).
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of every other month at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month at St. Luke’s Hospital, 5901 Monclova Road, in Maumee,
Ohio, at 9:00 AM. Note: In June, ARES will meet at the Field Day site at the Wolcott House in
Maumee.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.






Ottawa County ARC is looking for someone to paint their 80-foot tower. Email k8vxh@yahoo.com or call Mike
at 419-913-0207 if you are interested.
Monroe County Hamfest and Computer Show is June 18 from 7:30 AM to 1:00 PM at the Monroe County
Fairgrounds.
Mobile Fox Hunts will begin in July.
Field Day is June 24 and 25, 2017.
CW classes will begin again in September
Great Lakes HamCon @Michigan International Speedway is October 7&8, 2017



The calendar at the TMRA website lists numerous ham radio activities each month.



The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#301
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
.
Email: W8MUK @ arrl.net
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