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The Prez Sez
Our September meeting, Sept 13th, will be the one when Ron N8RLH, last year’s TMRA Amateur of the Year,
will announce the recipient of this year’s award and present him or her with the plaque. Starting at 7:30pm we
will have a remote presentation by Ham Radio Deluxe Software Manufacturer – so be there early. Rob KV8P,
will have the meeting room open around 6:15/6:30pm for those who would like to get some social activities in
before the meeting starts at 7:30pm.
Earlier this year TMRA enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. Kroger has informed us that for
the 3 month period between 5/1/2017 and 7/30/2017, two of our members (no names given) have earned us
$4.78 in Rewards. I would urge our members who shop at Kroger stores, and have the Kroger Plus card, to join
the Rewards program, naming TMRA (Organization # 70194) for the Rewards. Based on LCARES’
experiences in the program, it could be a significant source of income for the Club. I’ll have full details of how
to join at the next meeting, or check with the customer service desk at any Kroger store.
I’m planning on updating the TMRA Informational Booklet and am looking for any ideas for additions to
what’s already included – for example, more contact information for our various committees and activities.
The TMRA evening digital net has been meeting every week on the TMRA 147/27 repeater – 7:30pm to around
9:30pm on Tuesday - all are welcome to take part. In addition to FLdigi, the net now includes our practicing
with slow scan TV - the MMSSTV program. We’re also looking at sending pictures in FLdigi. In addition to
learning and practicing digital modes for HF, it provides valuable training and practice as part of our
participation in emergency communications, e.g. for possible hospital communications. The LCARES hospital
tests (first Saturday every other month) will soon be using these modes – we need more operators for this.
Our real Editor of the Newsletter, Glenn W8MUK, is on vacation; Glenn has entrusted the September issue to
me – so here goes ! Send all complaints to Glenn, compliments (if any) to me.
73, Brian

Upcoming TMRA class for Technician license:
TMRA is offering another 2 day class for the Technician Class license – Saturday November 4th and November
18th, 9:00am to around 3:00pm, with FCC license testing at the end of the second day (11/18/2017). It will be
held at the Lucas County EMS Training Center, 2127 Jefferson Ave, Toledo. No charge for the class, the
ARRL book is $25.00. Contact Steve KC8TVW at kc8tvw@arrl.net or Mike WA8SYD at wa8syd@arrl.net
for more information or to register.

1

ARES News
From Lucas County EC, Skeet, KD8KXD
A reminder that the LCARES Monthly Meeting will be
held Saturday, September 23 time 9:00 am at St Luke’s Hospital in the
basement Private Dining Room near the cafeteria. Some folks come early to
have breakfast. I am still in the process of compiling a list of LCARES
members who would be interested in receiving text messages to their cell
phone. This method will be used to alert operators of important information
such as Disaster call-up, where to tune your radio, and other items as
needed. What I need from you is your cell phone number and your carrier.
Send me an email to KD8KXD@arrl.net
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net, Sunday Nights on the 147.270 repeater at 7:30 pm for the
latest information.

Great Lakes HamCon
TMRA’s own Dave, KD8EVN, will be a presenter at Great Lakes HamCon in October. Dave will talk about the
special event station, K8E, which TMRA set up under his leadership. A team of 28 hams set up three operating
stations on the Col. James M. Schoonmaker for Museum Ships Weekend in early June. Dave will talk about
how it all came together. For more information about Museum Ships Weekend please see the June 2017 issue of
the Beacon.

Upcoming TMRA Meeting Presentations:
September 13th (7:30pm) - Remote Presentation by Ham Radio Deluxe Software Manufacturer
October 11th (7:30pm) - Remote Presentation by Elecraft (Panadapter use and history)
November 8th (after business meeting) - Presentation: Microwave Communications (by Bruce, AA8HS)
December 13th - Christmas Party
January 10th - (after business meeting) - Presentation: D-Star operation (answering your questions) - (By Zack
- N8ZAK, Art - K8XG, and others).

On The Air Repeater Nets - did you know?
Some nets run on the 147.27 and 442.85 repeaters (not all) now use an "N" CW character for the courtesy
tone. If you hear that (Dah Dit / CW-N) courtesy tone, an active unscheduled/un-automated net is running on
the repeaters which indicates a user manually enabled that mode. When this mode is used, the 147.27 and the
442.850 repeaters are linked together. This type of linking and net activation is typically for unscheduled nets,
so it likely be to an LCARES race/support event, a Skywarn event net, or similar event (that doesn't occur
routinely). TMRA Repeater programmers, TMRA repeater control operators, and designated LCARES event
coordinators all have the codes necessary to activate this net mode when/if needed. During these unscheduled
nets, the weather radio is also disabled (so don't count on hearing it "squalk" if you are hearing that "N"
courtesy tone). In that case, a skywarn representative will then be your live link/resource for that type of
information. The weather radio is disabled in order to minimize disruption to those on-air "unscheduled"
nets. Yes, the weather radio will still be active during schedule nets such as the ARES in Brief net, Newcomers
and Elmers Net, Tuesday night digital net, and monthly Siren Nets (as the repeater controller itself activates
those nets and linking/scheduled) unless we manually disable it. Rob KV8P
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Technical Committee update:
The Technical Committee met last month and spent some time organizing our club insured items. We also
completed some additional antenna mounting plans. Dan (KE8UE) and Rob (KV8P) met with the building
managers for our downtown location and were able to firm up some of the plans for raising the new antennas at
that location. (We also learned about the falcon that lives up there, so we know what to look out for next
time.....) We are still waiting to hear on the antennas ship date and will update everyone when we have some
new information on it. Rob KV8P

Hamfest door prizes:
Somewhat belatedly, but none the less sincere, we recognize and thank those vendors at our 2017 Hamfest who
generously donated door prizes: in alphabetical order they are.
Al-Tech Electronics – Glenn Alvino
Amateur Accessories - Steve Zahos
American Radio Relay League
Debco Elecronics – Tom Case
EAE Sales - Bruce Sander
ESL Surplus –Ken Niese
Gold Medal Ideas - Ron Kritzman
Hinsey Electronics – Dave Hinsey
Kanga US - Bill Kelsey
RF Adapters – Jon Rohde
R & L Elecronics – Roger Smallwood
Tower Electronics – Jill and Scott Cole
Transel Corporation - Darrel McKinney
If anyone has been overlooked and omitted, please let me know and we’ll acknowledge them next month.
Brian, WD8MXR, Hamfest Committee Chairman
Little space to fill: using a plastic kitchen colander as a multi pinhole camera to view the partial solar eclipse
August 21st 2017. (photo credit Brian WD8MXR)
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Ohio QSO Party – 2017:
Scenes from the TMRA Ohio QSO party held at the Maumee #2 Fire Station: organized by Steve W8TER
Photo credits: Bruce AA8HS and Rob KV8P
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Ohio State Parks on the Air: TMRA (W8H) at the Maumee Bay State Park
Saturday Sept 9th, organized by Toby, KE8CZO. Thanks to Toby and all who took part in great sunny and
cool, windy weather. Preliminary report: wind worked well for the 40m kite-supported “vertical”, seen below
with the sun glinting off the copper antenna wire: (photo credit: Brian WD8MXR) – more next month:

Mobile Fox Hunt
TMRA held its first mobile (by automobile) fox hunt on July 22nd. The
fox hunt was organized by Ron, N8RLH, and Glenn, W8MUK.
In a fox hunt, the hunters use their radio direction finding skills to locate
the fox. Next hunt is immediately after the LCARES meeting
September 23rd - meet in the St. Lukes’ parking lot.

Regional Hamfests
From Dale’s Tales for August 2017
Here are some updates and corrections to our recent listing Great Lakes
Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfests:
Sep 16 - Richmond Fall Hamfest - Richmond, KY
Sep 17 - Adrian Hamfest - Adrian, MI
Sep 23 - GMARC Trunk swap - Shelby Twp., MI
Sep 23 - OHKYIN ARS Hamfest - Cincinnati, OH
Sep 30 - Paintsville Hamfest - Paintsville, KY
Oct 7 - Vette City Hamfest - Bowling Green, KY
Oct 7-8- GLD HamCon and Convention - Brooklyn, MI
Oct 21 - Muskegon Color Tour Hamfest - Muskegon, MI
Oct 22 - Kalamazoo Hamfest - Kalamazoo, MI
Oct 28 - Hazard Hamfest - Hazard, KY
Oct 29 - Massillon Hamfest - Massillon, OH
Oct 29 - USECA Hamfest - Madison Heights, MI
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THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Brian, WD8MXR;
Vice-President, Rob, KV8P;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
Board Members: Rich, KQ6EF;
Skeet, KD8XKD; Tom, KD8WCD:
Dan, KE8UE; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmasters, Zak, N8ZAK &
Mike, N8ZLW
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Did You Know?
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•
•
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•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at Maumee Fire Station #2
on Dussel Drive (in front of the water tower).
The Fldigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm at 147.27 MHz.
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry
Building, Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio.
The Six Meter Net meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 pm (EST).
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on
147.270 + W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net will be the SECOND Saturday of October at 10:00 am. Moved this
month as the Great Lakes HamCon is on the 1st Saturday – see below.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 am on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
LCARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month at St. Luke’s Hospital, 5901 Monclova Road, in
Maumee, Ohio, at 9:00 am.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Mobile Fox Hunts began in July: next one is Saturday Sept 23 after the LCARES meeting.
CW classes will begin again in September.
Great Lakes HamCon @Michigan International Speedway is October 7&8, 2017
The calendar at the TMRA website lists numerous ham radio activities each month.

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#304
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
.
Email: W8MUK @ arrl.net
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