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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
Hopefully everyone enjoyed the July 4th holiday and is enjoying the summer! My wife, daughter and I are
looking forward to a short vacation here in August, ourselves. Nobody in my family is very good at relaxing, so
we’ll see how that goes. Ha-ha
The summer months do present some challenges with the lack of available radio operators for events due to
personal plans like vacations and family time. I know that LCARES has been running light on help for their
events this summer, and we could still use some additional help with our antenna lifts for TMRA as well. If
you have not already, please consider signing up for the email distribution list that TMRA has available via the
website. Brad (our TMRA Information Officer) sends out a weekly email with the needs that our groups
have. Also, please consider signing up to help out if you can spare the time with these events.
In committees this month we decided that we’d like to “Poll our members”, via a few upcoming surveys. At the
August General Meeting there will be a survey on the “durations and approach” for the general meetings going
forward. We look forward to the input on that! If you are unable to make the meeting, but would like to take
and complete a survey, please do let me know! We’d like input from as many as possible!
We’ve had a couple new “on-air” or “at the meeting” requests for assistance (usually antenna related needs)
from some of our newer (or newly upgraded) hams recently. Let’s all be sure to take note of them and reach out
to help them whenever possible. Also, big thanks to those of you that have reached out to help them, even if it
was just forwarding the need! You are the people they will remember most when they look back at their start
in the hobby, while helping others and passing along that knowledge someday!
Lastly, some of our large group events, including our antenna lifts, definitely highlight something that has
intrigued me about TMRA since I joined up years back. TMRA has a great deal of diversity that is definitely
worth celebrating. For starters, we are fairly diverse in our individual interests within the ham radio hobby
itself, which is really great! That diversity allows us to challenge and learn from each-other (even when we
don’t realize it is happening). We are also very diverse with our individual backgrounds, which definitely helps
support our collective goals (team effort where everyone is definitely needed). Then, add the unique
perspective from folks new to our hobby and our club. That input is also very important and will continue to
help us to find new and unique ways to engage and help other newcomers. Keep it coming.
73 until next month!
Rob – KV8P
kv8p@arrl.net
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ARES News
From Skeet, KD8KXD, Lucas County EC
The next Lucas County ARES monthly meeting will be held Saturday
August 25. The meeting location is at St Luke's Hospital in the basement
Private Dining room near the cafeteria. The meeting starts at 9:00 am.
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net, Sunday nights on the
147.270 repeater at 7:30 pm for the latest information.

CW Practice and VE Testing
Please note that CW practice is over until the fall.
For more information about VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW. Phone: 419-467-3734 or
email: kc8tvw@arrl.net.

Correction
In the July “Congratulations to New Hams and Upgrades”, Jamie’s call sign was incorrectly listed. The correct
call sign is KE8KBX. The Beacon regrets the error.

Mobile Fox Hunts
From Ron, N8RLH
Congratulations to Mike, W8RF, whose car came in first in the July foxhunt.
The next fox hunt will be after the ARES Meeting on August 25. For more information, contact Ron, N8RLH at
n8rlh@arrl.net.

Help Still Needed for the Sylvania Triathlon
From Rick, K8RKS
It looks like we're still short of operators on Sunday, August 5th for the Sylvania Triathlon which starts at 7:30
AM. The course closes at 1:30 PM. Most of the positions do not need to be there the whole time. Please
consider giving some of your time to this event. If you'd like to volunteer or need more information please
contact me at either k8rks@arrl.net or 419-471-0573.
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Tech Committee News
From Rob, KV8P
The tech committee meeting will not meet until after the
general meeting in August. However we do have a few
updates to report.
At the July tech committee meeting we spent quite a bit
of time finalizing our equipment list (and values) for
our insurance coverage. This is a task that needs done
regularly to re-evaluate what we have and what should
be covered, while making sure new equipment has been
added.
The Fusion Repeater antenna will be lifted into place at
our downtown location on August 18th. The group has
been putting our heads together to find the best and
most efficient way to lift these antennas and we do have
a good plan in place. Contact Rob, KV8P, if you can
assist.
More recently, we have been running some tests on the
147.270 repeater receiver in an effort to get as much out
of the receiver as possible. Some calibration work is
being done. The repeater is located on the top of a tall
dormitory on the campus of the University of
Toledo. We believe that the construction at the site has
taken its toll on some of the equipment (even the
campus radio station on the site was impacted as they
had to replace their transmitter recently as well). We
hope to have some updates for the club on it for the
August General Meeting. Luckily, the heavy equipment
on the site is all in place now and construction is
nearing completion with the student facility just in time
for classes this fall.
The new D-star antenna is in place. Working good and
near perfect match: 18w out of duplexers and a
whopping 100mw reflected. W8MAL, AA8HS,
KD8WCD, K8EEE, N8APZ, KE8IJU and myself,
D-Star Antenna
- Rob, kv8p, photo
KV8P, were in the work party. Tom also drilled new
holes for mounting and re-purposing the Super-stationmaster as the remote receive antenna here in a couple
weeks.
The tape measure antenna build at the July general meeting went very well and we’ve had good reports from
those that built them. Ron, N8APZ also suggested using the NOAA Weather broadcast stations (162.450 in
Adrian, 162.425 in Angola, and 162.500 in Holland) to help you test the antenna and get used to the
directionality of the antenna for fox-hunting, which is a great idea!
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FIELD DAY 2018
Here are more photos from Field Day courtesy of Glenn, W8MUK.
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A Message from Brian, WD8MXR, TMRA Past President
As many of you know, after a total of 19 years as President, I decided some time ago not to seek re-election if
others were willing to be nominated. Fortunately for the Club (and me!), Rob, KV8P, was so willing and was
elected President at our June meeting. In all those years as President, I greatly appreciated the support and help
of my fellow Officers, the Trustees, and Committee Chairmen and Committee members, and everyone who has,
and I know will continue to do so, put in countless hours in Club activities to ensure the smooth-running of our
progressive and dynamic group of amateur radio operators.
The presentation to me of the Lifetime Achievement and Service Award at the June meeting was a complete
surprise, and I thank the Club for this honor.
73, Brian, WD8MXR
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Park’s Tower Antenna Work
Here are photos, courtesy of Steve, W8TER, from recent antenna work at Park’s Tower on the University of
Toledo campus.

THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Rob, KV8P;
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmasters: Zak, N8ZAK & Mike,
N8ZLW
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.
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Museum Ships on-the Air 2018
On July 12, Team K8E met to process the over 130 QSL cards we received from the many hams that contacted
us during the Museum Ships Weekend special operating event aboard the Col. James M. Schoonmaker in
Toledo Harbor. We were able to match 110 cards to our logs and mailed our event QSL card back. Here are a
couple of cards we received from this and a prior year.

TMRA Antenna Build
At the July general club meeting, Rob, KV8P, hosted an antenna build session for anyone who wished to make
a two-meter “tape measure” Yagi antenna for use in fox hunting and other direction finding activity. The build
session took place before the business part of the meeting. Thanks to the many Elmers and others who assisted
or just made helpful suggestions. And thanks to Rob for making this happen!
Photos courtesy of Glenn, W8MUK.
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And Don’t Forget! . . .

Hamfests from Dale’s Tales
By Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director Great Lakes Division
8/4/18
8/4/18
8/11/18
8/12/18
8/12/18

Columbus/OH Sect Conf
UP Hamfest
Central KY Hamfest
Cuyahoga Falls Hamfest
Seaway Trunk Swap

Columbus, OH
Escanaba, MI
Lexington, KY
Stow, OH
Port Huron, MI

[Editor’s Note: Dale’s Tales was edited to fit the space available.]
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Did You Know?






















The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel
Drive (in front of the water tower).
The Fldigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry
Building, Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM.
The Six Meter Net meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST).
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
The next Mobile Fox Hunt will be August 25 after the ARES meeting.
The Sylvania Super Kids race is August 4. The Sylvania Triathlon is August 5.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or
rlhornbeck@att.net.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive
weekly emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#315
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
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