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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
First, I am delighted to take on the role of President for TMRA going forward, and also humbled and grateful to
do so along with Tom, Rich and Zack, all who I very much admire and respect. I’m thrilled to be working with
such a great team, for a terrific organization. I’m very excited thinking about what we can accomplish and look
forward to continuing to keep our membership engaged, learning and well informed about our hobby!
Last month TMRA had 3 larger events, all of which were a huge success, so I’ll take some extra print this
month to talk about each of them briefly since so many people put in a ton of effort!
First was the Schoonmaker ship activation as K8E for Museum Ships on the Air weekend. That is a very
special event for us each year, as it is unlike all of the other operating events, and is an operators “dream”. Big
thanks to Tom (KD8WCD), his vice-chair Glenn (W8MUK), the band captains and all who helped setup,
operate and tear-down again this year! Also thanks to those that donated equipment for the effort. Talk about
an efficient and high performing group with 1800+ contacts made over the 2 days! Also, we all very much
appreciate the staff from the Schoonmaker, who are very gracious and accommodating hosts for us aboard the
ship each year.
I wanted to personally thank the large 14 member team of TMRA members that came out on June 9th to assist
with the raising of the new 2m repeater antenna. We saw a tremendous amount of dedication, great teamwork,
and patience with that project and I think we are all thrilled with the results so far. Now, only a few more to
go.
Last of the events, was Field Day which was held on June 23rd and 24th. Field day is the one event that brings
the majority of the entire nation of Amateur Radio Operators together for a single purpose each year (which is
why it is still special to me after all these years). It is also a wonderful learning opportunity and served me well,
for learning, in my first years in this hobby. Thanks to Steve (W8TER) and Glenn (W8MUK) for all the hard
work in organizing the event and for all those that came out to help out. Also, huge thanks to Rich (KD8WCB)
for keeping our bellies happy and fed as well. We all appreciate your efforts!
July is a little quieter, as we take a bit of a breather, but it is still an exciting month for our club. We expect to
be raising some of the remaining antennas very soon (info is pending) and we are looking forward to the tape
measure beam antenna build (we are building 20 of them) before the general club meeting in July starting
at 6pm! With that, we welcome all the new tape measure beam antenna owners to come out and join us for the
next fox hunt on the morning of July 28th. We’d love to have you hunting and the popular
website homingin.com has asked TMRA for pictures of the build and next hunt to possibly include on their
website, highlighting the efforts.
As a reminder, membership dues are due in July. See Ernie (membership chairman) or the mailing information
available on tmrahamradio.org.
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Lastly, and most importantly, on behalf of all of the TMRA members, I’d like to thank Brian Harrington,
WD8MXR, for his many years or dedication, perspiration, guidance, patience and support of the countless
TMRA members that have benefited from his selfless efforts on behalf of TMRA over the years. Brian, I’m
glad you’ll be on the board going forward, as I’m sure I’ll need your input for the next few years. Thank you!
Until next month,
Rob – KV8P

ARES News
From Skeet, KD8KXD, Lucas County EC
The next Lucas County ARES monthly meeting will be held Saturday July
28. The meeting location is at St Luke's Hospital in the basement Private
Dining room near the cafeteria. The meeting starts at 9:00am.
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net, Sunday nights on the 147.270 repeater at 7:30pm for the
latest information.

Congratulations to New Hams and Upgrades
From Steve, KC8TVW
Here are the results from the June 9, VE session: New Techs: Jamie, KE8FBX and Ron, KE8KBV. New
General: Grant, KE8KBW.
Please note that CW practice is over until the fall.
For more information about VE testing or CW practice, contact Steve, KC8TVW. Phone: 419-467-3734 or
email: kc8tvw@arrl.net.

Mobile Fox Hunts
From Ron, N8RLH
The next fox hunt will be after the ARES Meeting on July 28. For more information, contact Ron, N8RLH at
n8rlh@arrl,net.

Oops!
By Glenn, W8MUK, Editor
Credit for the photograph on page one of the June 2018 issue of The Beacon goes to Brenda, KB8IUP. Brenda
photographed Brian, WD8MXR, receiving a lifetime service award from Rob, KV8P, incoming TMRA
President.
Thanks, Brenda, sorry for the oversight. And thanks to the others who also photographed this special event.
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FIELD DAY 2018
By Steve, W8TER, Chairman
Our objective was to work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur bands (excluding the 60, 30, 17,
and 12-meter bands) and in doing so to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal conditions. A
premium is placed on developing skills to meet the challenges of emergency preparedness as well as to acquaint
the general public with the capabilities of Amateur Radio.
In 1933, the June QST announced that on the second Saturday in June, for a period of 27 hours, starting at 4:00
pm local time, hams would go into the "field" and set up portable stations. F.E. Handy, W1BDI, said: “The real
object of this contest is to test ‘portables’ wherever they may be available.… If successful, we want to make it
an annual affair.” Thus, Field Day was born.
The Toledo Mobile radio Association, formed in 1953, has been involved with Field Day long before I was
responsible for overseeing the TMRA Field Day event. Today, our aim is to make a presence on the air using
portable stations and power not associated with the commercial grid. All equipment (including antennas) must
lie within a circle whose diameter does not exceed 300 meters (1000 feet).
This year we operated “7 Alpha Ohio” which means we had 7 stations on the air simultaneously: 80 meters
voice, 20 meters voice, 15 meters voice, 40 meters voice, 40 meters digital, 20 meters CW, and 160 meters
voice. Our “7 ALPA” designation did not include the Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) station that was setup and
operated by W8ALM.
After each Field Day I am amazed at the amount of work and fun that goes on to make Field day happen. I want
to thank everyone who attended no matter what level of participation you had. From the average observer to the
CW operator who pounded out many QRZs and QSLs, you all had a part in it. Look for our contest placement
in December’s QST.
Can we do it again next year? I think we can. CQ CQ Field Day!

And More Field Day
By Glenn, W8MUK
In spite of a few sprinkles and the threat of thunder storms, Field Day (June 23 and 24) went very well. As
usual, many TMRA members and others pitched in to make it a success. Thanks to all who came to set up the
club tent and antennas on Friday, came to operate and log on Saturday and Sunday, and just came to socialize in
general. And special thanks to Rich, KD8WCB, for arranging the food and beverages. We ate very well!
TMRA made over 1400 contacts earning over 1900 points. We contacted 54 states and Canadian provinces. In
addition to the United States and Canada, we contacted five foreign countries and territories. Beyond North
America, our contacts were in South America, the Caribbean, Europe, and the Middle East.
But nothing tells the story of Field Day like photographs. Thanks this month to Darrin, KD8WBZ; Rich,
KD8WCB and Steve, W8TER. More photos next month.
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Tech Committee News
From Rob, KV8P
A few updates from the tech committee from June:
The month of June does typically shift the tech committee focus a bit
to cover any remaining preparation items for the Schoonmaker and
Field Day events. Final configurations, software installs, and
antenna prep become a priority as we switch between the daily
routine of repeater maintenance and upgrade items over to field
operations for the events. Those contributions are numerous and
some upgrades were done this year. Notably, some improvements to
antenna mounting and software used, as well as some new antennas
and audio headsets in operation on the satellite station (thanks to
Rich KQ6EF for that) at field day! Around the time we all read this,
we'll also be building our tape measure beam antennas before the
July General meeting as well. Our hope is that this incredible new
"tool" in our shacks/cars will also allow for some additional
participation with our monthly transmitter hunts!
A few repeater updates:
53.110 (-) : You will notice that this repeater is on/off quite a bit
right now until we get the PL access fixed. This will be a topic of
conversation for the July Tech Meeting. We do turn it off quite a bit
when the repeater is receiving a large amount of digital interference
on the input, which is quite frequent lately. However, the positives
are that the open carrier squelch on the system does come with some
benefits! It has allowed us some insight into the digital interference
that the repeater is hearing and we are currently chasing one
possibility with it that Tom, KD8WCD, recently found. Stay tuned
for more details as we get closer on it.
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224.140 (-): Now that the new 147.27 antenna has been lifted, it
opens up our ability to re-install the 220 antenna and re-activate the
220 repeater. We hope to bring it back online here soon as personal
schedules allow for it. The new 224.140 antenna base is currently on
order (but was on back-order from Rohn). We're expecting it to ship
by/before mid-July. We will plan the lift right away after it arrives.
146.270 (-): We have now had a few weeks to get some initial
feedback on the new antenna (from most directions) and we have experienced some decent coverage
improvements in just about all coverage areas. The largest coverage improvements seem to be with hand-held
access around town and to the north (both expected).
Downtown Antenna Lift: We don't have a firm date yet for the antenna raising downtown. We'll definitely let
everyone know as soon as we do. There will be a separate session to install the antennas after they are lifted.
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From the ARRL Letter for June 14, 2018:

Sailor Grateful for Maritime Mobile Service Network Assistance
Phoenix sailor and radio amateur Timothy Henning, KE7WMZ, has expressed his gratitude to the Maritime
Mobile Service Network (MMSN) for intercepting and handling his distress call on 14.300 MHz. Net control
operator Harry Williams, W0LS, caught Henning's call requesting assistance
with an urgent medical condition on May 23. Henning, some 200 nautical
miles south of Ensenada, Mexico, in his sailing vessel Victory Cat, reported
that a severe vision problem had developed in his right eye, and he was seeking
immediate medical attention and advice.
Williams contacted the US Coast Guard in Alameda, California, relaying all
information concerning the medical problem and staying on the air with
Henning for several hours. The Coast Guard, in turn, relayed the information to
the on-duty flight surgeon who advised that Henning seek immediate medical
attention at the closest port of call.
It was decided that Henning would continue on to Ensenada, and the Coast
Guard arranged to have someone meet him there and transport him to the
Balboa Naval Hospital in San Diego, while his wife stood by with the vessel at the dock.
Ultimately, it was determined that Henning had a detached retina, and
he was transported to Phoenix for surgery.
"I appreciate, beyond words, that the Maritime Net was able to help us
get in contact with the USCG and simply be at the other end of the HF
radio, helping us through a challenging time," Henning told the
MMSN afterward. "I especially want to thank Harry, W0LS. He was
extremely professional and invaluable in linking us effectively with the
USCG. We were just completing our 10 years round-the-world
sail voyage."

Tim Henning, KE7WMZ,
aboard Victory Cat near Greece.

The Maritime Mobile Service Net operates daily on 14.300 MHz from
1700 UTC to 0200 UTC. It is celebrating its 50th anniversary this

year.
Editor’s Note: The above article illustrates why we practice our operating skills. The health, safety, and the
very lives of our fellow citizens may depend on us at a time when we least expect it. Are you ready?

Hamfests from Dale’s Tales
By Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director Great Lakes Division
7/8/18
7/21/18
7/21/18
7/21/18
7/21/18
7/22/18
7/28/18
7/28/18

20/9 Radio Club
GMARS Trunk Swap
GARS Hamfest
Gladwin Hamfest
NOARS Fest
Van Wert Hamfest
Big Sandy Hamfest
CMARC Hamfest

Austintown, OH
Shelby Twp, MI
Germantown, OH
Gladwin, MI
Elyria, OH
Van Wert, OH
Louisa, KY
Lansing, MI
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7/29/18
8/4/18
8/4/18
8/11/18
8/12/18
8/12/18

Portage Hamfair
Columbus/OH Sect Conf
UP Hamfest
Central KY Hamfest
Cuyahoga Falls Hamfest
Seaway Trunk Swap

Ravenna, OH
Columbus, OH
Escanaba, MI
Lexington, KY
Stow, OH
Port Huron, MI

[Editor’s Note: Dale’s Tales was edited to fit the space available.]

Did You Know?





















The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel
Drive (in front of the water tower).
The Fldigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry
Building, Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM.
The Six Meter Net meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST).
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
The next Mobile Fox Hunt will be July 28 after the ARES meeting.
The Sylvania Super Kids race is August 4. The Sylvania Triathlon is August 5.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or
rlhornbeck@att.net.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive
weekly emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#314
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
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