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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
Could it really be that March is already behind us? Time flies when you are having lots of radio fun,
right? With all of the activities this past month, I have a lot to cover and a lot of folks to thank!
The hamfest was our biggest event and fund-raiser of the year, and it took a lot of work to pull it off as well as
we did (as usual). Huge THANK YOUs to all that came out to help, in any capacity. Every bit helped. The list
is a bit too long to mention, but several of our members put their heart-and-soul into the hamfest activities every
year, knowing the importance of it, and we owe each of you a great deal of gratitude! Big wins from the silent
auction this year as well, more than doubling the proceeds of last year. Please thank Toby, KE8CZO, for his
spectacular efforts when you see him! It has been a wonderful addition to our hamfest. Also, big thanks to
Brian, WD8MXR, for being the chairman of the hamfest for so long as he moves responsibility over to Mike,
W8MAL, starting with the 2020 hamfest. Brian, thanks for your leadership in this role, and we all look
forward to continued support of Mike, W8MAL, for it going forward. (See article, below, for photos.)
Education was big this last month as well! Our spring license classes kicked off on March 23rd with roughly 20
attendees, which is great! We sure look forward to seeing them all at our meetings and hearing them on the air
soon! Thanks, once again, to Steve, KC8TVW, Mike, WA8SYD, and everyone that supports them with these
classes as so many have benefitted from the classes over the years. Steve also provided a CW training class on
March 30th which many were excited about. (more on it next month)
Big thanks to Art, K8XG, for his seminar on Digital Hotspots this past month. Several have asked already
about a follow-on session! What do you say Art?
The March meeting was a memorable one, for
sure! After learning more about ARDEN Mesh
Networks from one of the ARDEN Founders, Randy,
WU2S, the TMRA Technical Committee was
surprised with a generous financial donation which we
expect will help support our ARDEN Mesh Network
aspirations in the coming months as well.
The April General Meeting should be another good
one. Our presentation for the meeting is by 2
ARDEN presentation at March TMRA Meeting
members of TAPR (Tucson Amateur Packet Radio)
- w8muk photo
which is a very active large and long-time Amateur
Radio organization that has a focus on advancing
Digital Communications and related R&D in our hobby. Don’t miss it!
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Lastly, there are some great events coming up very soon. Stay tuned for more information and prep for the
Museum Ships on Field day events. Please contact me if you are able to take an active role with field
day! Also, if you are relatively new to Amateur Radio, definitely join us for the informative class we call, “I’m
new to Amateur Radio, Now What?” on April 13th. More info is available on the website for it. Also, don’t
forget to join us on the bus to the Dayton Hamvention coming very soon. It’s a great time!
73,
Rob, KV8P
kv8p@kv8p.com

ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU
boxcar@toast.net.
The Sectional ARES Conference will be April 6. Go to ARRL-Ohio for more
information.
The Lucas County Hospital Radio Test will be April 17 at 7:00 PM.
The next Lucas County ARES board and general meeting will be held
Saturday April 27. The board meeting is at 8:00 AM and the general meeting
at 9:00 AM. The meeting location is at St Luke's Hospital in the basement Private Dining Room near the
cafeteria.
April 28 is the Glass City Marathon. (Please see the article, below.)
I have issued a challenge to all ham radio operators to see who can put in more hours for Lucas County ARES
then myself or Rick. People could consider this a contest and I will not count my hours that I spend at meetings.
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net, Sunday nights on the 147.270 repeater at 7:30pm for the
latest information.

Technician License Classes, VE Testing, and CW Classes
From Steve, KC8TVW
The second day of the two-day technician license classes will be April 6 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and will
include time for testing to earn the technician class license. Class instruction is free. You may bring your own
technician class license manual or purchase one at the class for $25.00. If you wish to take the test to earn a
technician license, the test fee is $15.00.
VE testing for April will only be at the Technician Class on April 6. Walk-ins are welcome. The usual second
Saturday VE testing session will not be held in April.
CW class have resumed. Contact Steve, KC8TVW.
For information about the Technician License Class, VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW.
Phone: 419-467-3734 or email: sstalker@bex.net
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TMRA New Ham Seminar
From Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer
“I have my license now what?” TMRA is happy to announce the return of the New Ham Seminar. You have
gotten your ham ticket and now you stand at the doorway to the entire world of ham radio, but now what do you
do first? This seminar was created to help answer that question. There will be a variety of equipment on-site, as
well as experienced ham radio operators to answer questions and give demonstrations.
TMRA NEW HAM SEMINAR: Saturday April 9th 2019, 10:00 AM till 1:00 PM, EMA Training Center, 2727
Jefferson Avenue, Toledo Ohio. Parking is behind the building. The entrance is under the carport.

. . . And the Glass City Marathon
Its time again for Glass City Marathon. Lucas County ARES needs your help! We are taking sign-ups for
volunteers to work field and command post positions. We need you and your radio! Never worked an event
before? No problem, we have you covered. We always work to assign first time operators with an experienced
operator. We also are offering an orientation program at the April ARES Meeting. All you need is a fully
charged 2-meter band HT, a few hours of time, and the willingness to help out the community.
If you wish to volunteer, or should you have any questions, please contact the Lucas County ARES Event
Coordinator, Rick Sharpe, K8RKS. You can get rick by email at k8rks@arrl.net

. . . And Ohio NVIS Antenna Day
Because ARES will be operating at the Glass City Marathon, it will not be operating at Ohio NVIS Antenna
Day (which is the day before GCM). Of course, all TMRA members are encouraged to operate for Ohio NVIS
Antenna Day on an individual basis.

TMRA Bus to Hamvention®
TMRA will once again have a bus going to Hamvention® at the Greene County, Ohio Fairgrounds and Expo
Center. The bus will leave Toledo early on Saturday, May 18, and return the same day. The bus will stop for
dinner after the hamfest. Dinner is not included in the price of the bus fare. For more information or to register
for the TMRA bus, contact Mike, WA8SYD, at 419-699-1390.
Hamvention® tickets, good for May 17-19, may be purchased in advance online for $22.00 at
https://hamvention.org/purchase-tickets/, or for $27.00 at the gate.

Don’t forget Hamvention®! May 17-19, 2019
Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo Center
Xenia, Ohio
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TMRA Hamfest
The TMRA Hamfest was another success! Thanks to Brian, WD8MXR, and to the many TMRA members and
others who volunteered. Here are some photos of the hamfest preparations courtesy of Bruce, AA8HS.
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Antenna Build
From Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer
TMRA will be hosting a 2-Meter Slot Cube Antenna Build. The antenna for this build can be found in the
January 2019 issue of QST Magazine, on pages 35 and 36. The build will be hosted by the TMRA Tech
Committee, and the cost is estimated to be less than $20.00. The date for the antenna build has not yet been
announced.
If you are interested please let Dave, KD8EVN, know and he will get you on the list. More information on this
will follow in coming weeks. You can contact Dave by E-Mail at kd8evn@arrl.net

Rich, KD8WCB, and Dave KD8EVN, with their
Slot Cube antennas. A close-up of Dave’s
antenna is at right.
- w8muk photos

TMRA Technical Committee
By Rob, KV8P

Welcome to spring! That means that the Tech Committee finally had a chance to peek in on our
new antennas after a fairly rough weather winter. (The ice and wind likely took its toll on many
antennas out there!) We are happy to say that they are all looking great! No maintenance after
a windy and ice filled winter is a great thing.
The Tech Committee has started some duplexer change-over on both the 147.27 and the
146.835 repeaters recently. This allows us now to continue into some further troubleshooting
(coming soon) with the hopes to again re-enable the transmit PL on 147.27. (Stay tuned.)
We expect to be having some further discussion at the upcoming Tech Committee meeting
about what is needed to set a Mesh Network back-bone into place, and about some additional
equipment needed for our club radios over the coming months to support the Museum Ships
Weekend and Field Day events. We should have some additional to share at the April General
Meeting.
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TMRA Profile: Steve Bellner, W8TER
By Glenn, W8MUK, Editor
In the United States Navy, when you want something done right and done right away, you
call the boatswain’s mate. At TMRA, when you want something done right and done right
away, you call Steve, W8TER. And that’s no coincidence because when Steve served in
the U.S. Navy from 1978 to 1982, he was a boatswain’s mate.
Steve first became interested in Amateur Radio at age 11, when he played with radios. He became a ham in
December, 1989, by attending a TMRA Technician License Class. He still remembers his instructors: Jack,
K8MNG, and Brian, WD8MXR. To get on the air, he bought radios and antenna parts at a hamfest. Steve
joined TMRA around 1991.
To many of us, Steve is best known as the Chair of TMRA’s Field Day activities. It’s fair to say that field day
would not run as smoothly and efficiently as it does without Steve’s guiding hand. He enthusiastically plans the
direction of TMRA’s field day activities, makes the
arrangements for TMRA to use the Wolcott House Museum
site, organizes the locations of rigs and antennas, recruits
hams to operate and log, coordinates the club tent and
equipment set-up, arranges for food, and keeps me, his fieldday assistant, working productively. He also takes time to
teach anyone who will listen about knot-tying – just ask him!
From planning to erecting antennas to driving tent stakes,
Steve is hands-on involved in every part of field day
activities.
In addition, Steve is a club leader having been a TMRA Vice
President, a Trustee, and an Assistant Chair of the Technical
Committee. Whenever the Tech Committee plans a work
party, you’d find Steve there climbing a tower, pulling a rope,
and doing what needs to be done. He has been active in many
TMRA hamfests: helping with set-up, working security,
helping vendors tear-down their displays, and sweeping the
place clean; steadily working until the hamfest is over. You’ll
also find him on the air on Tuesday nights leading the FLDigi
Nets.
Steve is active in ARES and is a past Emergency
Coordinator. He is involved in testing and operating the many
amateur radio stations located in local hospitals for
emergency purposes. He oversees the siren net that takes place with the monthly testing of the county
emergency siren network. You’ll hear Steve operating from the ARES mobile communication truck at the many
community events each year. And he is always ready to assist in special projects like the air shows at Toledo
Express Airport and events in his hometown of Maumee, Ohio.
In addition to all this, Steve is the author of “Amateur Radio on Wheels,” an article published in the on-line
version of QST Magazine.
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Like many hams, Steve generously gives of his time and
knowledge to anyone needing assistance. He exemplifies
ham radio’s tradition of “Elmers”: hams who can be
depended upon to guide and assist other hams needing
help.
The difficulty of writing a profile on someone like Steve
is you can’t possibly include everything he has done,
since he rarely takes credit for his accomplishments.
Just like a boatswain’s mate, Steve doesn’t mind sweating
and getting dirty if that’s what it takes to get things done
and done right.
Steve, like many others of his generation, is a connection to the past of ham radio. We ought to value them and
utilize their knowledge as long as we can.
Photos courtesy of Glenn, W8MUK, Editor.

Museum Ships Weekend
TMRA will have a planning meeting for MSW on Monday, May 13, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. The meeting will be
at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive. We will finish in time for the Tech Committee Meeting at 7:00
PM. Anyone who wishes to be an operator, logger, or a general helper should plan on coming to this meeting.
And speaking of planning , , , if you would like to be a part of Museum Ships Weekend aboard the Col. James
M. Schoonmaker, you must be a registered TMRA member with paid dues. The club insurance policy only
covers you if your dues are paid. Because we will have access to parts of the ship otherwise off-limits to the
general public, you must be covered by the club’s insurance policy.

Field Day
The Field Day article in the March issue of The Beacon discussed some changes for the upcoming Field Day on
June 22-23. Among these changes will be a redesign of the antenna field. If you would like to participate in the
design and placement of antennas, please let Steve, W8TER, or Glenn, W8MUK, know. There will be a
meeting (and likely field visit) to work out the antenna specifics.

Nominations for July Elections
TMRA is looking for nominations for officers and for one trustee. Candidates for office must be TMRA
members in good standing. If you or someone you know would like to be a candidate, please contact Ron,
N8RLH; Brad, WB8RG; or Glenn, W8MUK.

Mobile Fox Hunts
Mobile Fox Hunts are cancelled until Spring. For more information, contact Ron, N8RLH at
rlhornbeck@att.net.
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Digital Public Safety Systems and Choosing the Best Scanner to Hear Them:
Part 1
By Bruce Hammond, AA8HS, Assistant Editor
This article is part of a series on topics which may be interesting to hams but not necessarily involving our
portion of the frequency spectrum. Before Christmas time last year, someone asked me if a scanner was
available for less than $100 which would allow someone to listen to local police communications. Except for a
few isolated simulcasts which could be heard on an analog scanner or, for that matter, a 2meter/440 radio, the
answer is no. In fact, the price trend is exactly the opposite, particularly if you wish to listen to not only P25
digital, used in this area, but also DMR or other digital modalities which may come into use. Digital modalities
offer a real advantage over analog transmissions. Not only can a digital signal extend the coverage range with
the same amount of power as an analog signal, but the audio clarity is many times better.
Public safety transmissions that use digital systems are almost always trunked. The idea of a trunk derives from
the old telephone system where more than one route was available for a conversation. In these systems, it is the
same concept: if a frequency is busy with one conversation, the system shifts the user to another frequency
seamlessly where the conversation can continue. In my experience, a conversation usually begins and ends on
the same frequency on P25 systems. A talkgroup, represented by both a number and a description, describe a
group of people with a common function or location such as 12040 (decimal) and Lucas County EMS
Operations. With the P25 systems in Northwest Ohio, the Northwest Ohio Regional Public Safety System
(NWORPSS), the statewide Multi-Agency Radio Communications (MARCS) system, and the Michigan's
Public Safety Communications System (MPSCS) all use Phase 1 P25 digital encoding. Motorola phase 2
systems do exist in the United States, but they require extraordinary investments of money to upgrade. The
Phase 1 system is officially called the APCO-25 Common Air Interface Exclusive and its detection is supported
by Uniden, Whistler, and Unification scanners. Uniden and Whistler scanners can upgrade to Phase 2 if
necessary through firmware.
The form of modulation used is a multicast variation of the QPSK modulation scheme, (CQPSK).
Manufacturers of scanners are constantly improving their detection schemes to provide high quality audio
without packet loss or interference because of multipath. The problem with multipath in this area is that there
are so many towers transmitting the same signal. The power used by each transmitter is not exactly the same
and timing in the NWORPSS is very critical and carefully adjusted to maximize clarity. The Motorola radios
used in P25 are single band units as opposed to scanners with wide band reception. They cost at least $4000
apiece, maybe more, and are specifically designed to detect this Phase I modulation. By the way, Motorola, a
very diversified company which often does not manufacture equipment with the name “Motorola,” has
competition in the wireless public safety communications world. Its major competitor is Harris
Communications which has a significant presence elsewhere in the United States. The argument that I have
heard for the numerous overlapping towers in this system is that an officer or fire marshal cannot be in a
position where his or her low power radio will not be heard by a tower. In Wood County, there is a warehouse
with concrete walls that has its own P25 repeater to guarantee good coverage. The antenna for the repeater is a
long piece of radiax: a thick coax with a slit in the side so that it radiates.
In the MARCS system, Highway Patrol or fire personnel often have repeaters installed in their vehicles to relay
their handheld signals to the nearest tower. In the case of Wood County, the only current tower in is in Bradner,
in the Southeast corner of Wood County which is larger than Lucas County. Although some of the counties in
Ohio have more than one tower, all adjacent counties have only one. The Lucas County MARCS tower is
located at One Government Center at about 400 feet height. In my tests, the results of which may differ from
yours, the signal from this tower starts to degrade at a range of 12 to 15 miles even using a mobile 800 MHz
antenna. My Uniden SDS-100 scanner has a relative signal strength indicator (RSSI) which is best real time
device that I have owned to get a handle on system ranges. With MARCS, multipath is obviously not an issue
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with only one tower. That does not mean that signal variation, often on the order of 20 RSSI units, and
desensitization cannot ruin your reception. I have also noticed a significant variation in RSSI signals in the
Toledo area from NWORPSS and MARCS. The NWORPSS signals often run as high as -60 while MARCS can
still be quite clear but run in the -90 to -110 region, no doubt because of the single MARCS tower. Motorola
professional radios can still perform well when signal levels below the level of detection by scanners.
One of the reasons that digital communications is superior to analog is the presence of forward error correction
(FEC) in digital signals. FEC is not new and has been used to correct the very faulty digital video signals
transmitted by satellites for years. The bits devoted to FEC can amount to a full third of those transmitted in
certain systems and FEC is used is C4FM, D-star, and DMR. This data is used to reconstruct the audio data if
any of the received packets contain defective data. Hence, we have the threshold effect where, at a certain
distance, the audio from a P25 signal is garbled or just absent. I have demonstrated this recently using a
Whistler WS-1088 scanner, a mobile 800 MHz antenna, and using the MPSCS Monroe, Michigan system. This
system has five towers, one is located less than a mile north of Centennial road. The system uses a directional
antenna array aimed to the Northeast with a reflector screen behind the 800 antennas. One lobe of the signal
“escapes” to the Southeast. Thus, the signal is very clear In the region of the city of Sylvania At Monroe and
Talmadge, about half of the audio was clear and talkgroups could be read from the display using wildcard
mode. Around Wildwood Preserve, the talkgroups could still be read but no audio or mostly garbled audio. A
better mobile antenna, a different scanner, or different weather conditions would affect results.
The image below explains how one of many towers in a multisystem tower works. The tallest of many “white
stick” antennas is used for receiving only. Its signal passes through multicouplers and subsequently through
duplexers, “cans,” for each of the sixteen or so repeaters at each NWORPSS site. You will not see seventeen
antennas at each site because devices called combiners allow one antenna to serve the outputs of repeaters with
relatively close frequencies. The various towers in this multimillion-dollar system are connected by microwave
point to point systems or through the Internet.
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The computer system controlling this system is also complex since about 300 talkgoups are in use and the
system is growing. Two Motorola engineers are assigned to maintain the NWORPSS.
Next time, I will talk about DMR, the RAS password, encryption, and the most popular scanners.
Thanks to Rod, KB8OTP; Eric, WD8LEI; and Paul Peters of Bender Communications for information that I
used in this article.
https://www.radioreference.com/apps/db/?ctid=2087

Understanding Logbook of the World – Part 2
[By] N8JDM (First published) October 10, 2017 - 5:00 pm

Editor’s Note: This is the second of a series of five articles written by
Jason D. McCormick, N8JDM, and reprinted with permission. The
Beacon is grateful for his generosity in sharing his articles with us.
Part 1 of this series explained they key concepts behind ARRL’s
Logbook of the World (LoTW) in order to understand the relationships
between the components. In Part 2, the registration of a ham with
LoTW and the setup of TQSL will be explored. Note that these
directions are specifically for U.S.-based hams; the method of
establishing the LoTW Account for non-U.S. hams is different.
Establishing an LoTW account begins not with registering online, but with generating a Callsign
Certificate. Generating the Callsign Certificate and uploading the certificate request to LoTW starts a
process that will result in 1) receiving an LoTW Account, 2) receiving a Callsign Certificate, and 3)
establishing the ability to upload and download from LoTW.
LoTW has good directions on the details for establishing an LoTW Account and requesting the first
Callsign Certificate. The issue is that they do not necessarily follow a good ordering and narrative that
is helpful to the new user. Thus, links to the relevant sections of the LoTW help documentation will be
provided. Please note that these directions are for the new ham who does not already have a LoTW
Account or a Callsign Certificate. A ham that already has an account but looking to setup a new
computer for TQSL should consult the LoTW Help Section https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/newcomputer/.
The first step is to download and install the Trusted QSL (TQSL) software. See
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/installation/ for information on downloading and installing the software.
The software is available for Windows, macOS, and Linux.
After installing TQSL, the next step is to generate a “request” for a new Callsign Certificate. When
requesting a Callsign Certificate for the first time, an LoTW Account will be created simultaneously.
Again, the LoTW directions on this are quite good – https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/certreq/.
One of the points discussed in the help information is where to store Callsign Certificates, the
certificate requests, and other LoTW information such as backups. The directions assume Windows
and uses C:\MyLoTWCertificates. If one knows enough about computers, this author strongly
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recommends storing LoTW information (and all radio information backups!) in an online,
synchronizing file service such as OneDrive, Dropbox, or Box.com. It preserves data in the event of a
computer crash and makes upgrading to a new system very easy.
After submitting the initial certificate request, waiting is
required. Recall that one of the key design goals of LoTW is
security in the form of authenticity and integrity of the logged
QSOs. The LoTW system and staff will check the request
against the FCC ULS database, create the account, and then will
postal mail a postcard to the address listed on the FCC ULS
registration. Once the postcard has been received, browse
to https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw/password and enter the callsign and
the password from the postcard. This password is not the LoTW
Account password but is a password merely to validate the
account. Once the postcard password has been entered, the
LoTW Account is verified an LoTW will generate an e-mail
containing the new LoTW Account password and the Callsign
Certificate.
Once receiving the Callsign Certificate file, it must be accepted
and stored in TQSL. See the directions
at https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/certaccept/. Be sure to securely
record the LoTW Account password. Also, be sure to create the
recommended backup file listed in these directions because it
will create all of the information needed to recreate the TQSL
setup and certificates in the event of a computer crash. The .TQ6
received in e-mail cannot be used to recover the Callsign
Certificate!

THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Rob, KV8P;
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmaster: Zack, N8ZAK
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Once the Callsign Certificate has been loaded into TQSL, the
next step is to create the first, default Station Location. See the
directions at https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/stnloc/#Define.
Finally, test the LoTW Account login
– https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/lotw-login/. The LoTW web
interface will be covered in a later part.
The concludes part 2 of our Logbook of the World article series.
Watch for part 3 on using TQSL to upload QSOs to LoTW.
[“Understanding Logbook of the World”, a series of five articles, was
published in the Silvercreek Amateur Radio Association’s website at https://w8wky.org, and is used with
permission under the terms of Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. Minor changes were
made to provide proper attribution and to fit the newsletter format.]
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Dales Tales
Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director, Great Lakes Division
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for April 1, 2019.
Division Changes Afoot? Around this time of year, some suggestions arrive for consideration. This time, a
recommendation arrived to look at equalizing the membership disparity that exists among the various ARRL
Sections. This is not the first time this has been discussed. So let me explain how this may affect us in the
Great Lakes Division. Most everyone knows that the Ohio Section has the largest population of hams in the
ARRL. The plan is to level out this disparity, so everyone has equal representation, sort of like Gerrymandering
the U.S. House Districts.
The proposal looks like this: Ohio will be split into half, divided north and south, roughly along a line a few
miles north of Columbus. The Southern half would merge with Kentucky and form the new Commonwealth
Section under the leadership of current KY SM Steve Morgan W4NHO. The Northern half would be merged
with Michigan to form the new Erie Section under the leadership of Current MI SM Jim Kvochick K8JK. The
current Ohio SM Scott Yonally, N8SY, who resides in Mansfield (which is north of the dividing line and thus
will be in the newly created Erie Section) will of course lose his Section Manger post. Steve and Jim have
therefore nominated Scott to become the de facto head of the new ARRL National Committee for the
Elimination of Sinusoidal Refleneration. Scott's pre-retirement work with the development of the Nofer
trunnion will allow him to fit well with this new position. The effective date for these changes is, of course,
April 1.
SKYWARN. We are on the cusp of the spring storm season. Your Section Managers have issued reminders to
everyone to step up to getting the latest Skywarn training and I just want to reinforce that message. The folks
from the National Weather Service have taken advantage of field-supplied videos of severe weather phenomena
and included those examples in their training sessions. We reap the benefits of that effort in seeing a wider
variety of storm effects and learning how to more accurately discern what constitutes a danger to the general
public.
If you have not taken advantage of receiving storm spotter training recently, by all means attend a local
session. Even if you were at a session just last year, take it again, you will become a better Skywarn
spotter. This is one of the most beneficial public services amateur radio can offer, it takes only a few minutes to
learn the characteristics of severe storms and then just a casual afternoon drive from work to home could prove
to be a significant event for aiding the public. It did for me!
TOM'S COMMENTS: Changes. The time changed. The season changed, and now we’re in Spring. Hope I
didn’t put the snow blower away too soon. Experts say that the time change is a good reminder to check the
batteries in our smoke alarms.
Batteries? There’s a ham radio topic. When was the last time you charged the batteries in your HT? And
following up on that, when was the last time you checked the contents of your Go-Kit? Often, but not always,
the changing of the seasons at this time of year brings severe weather. Are you prepared?
Now I realize that not every ham is deeply involved in emergency response. Some of us have very little time
for ham radio, and others focus on the more social or fun aspects of ham radio. If you belong to ARES, or
volunteer directly with one of the main agencies, like the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, or other
agencies like that, you’re well aware of the need to be prepared. But I hope all of us remember that motto
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“When All Else Fails, Ham Radio is There.” You can protect your family, and help your neighbors, just by
having a working radio around, if it ever comes to that. So, does your emergency radio work?
You’ll find all sorts of articles on building a “Go Kit,” and it’s a great idea to have one. But if you don’t have
the time or the budget to do that, do you have the basics? Can you operate a VHF/UHF radio from a battery
source at home? Do you have a stand-by antenna you can use if your regular one blows down? And do you
have the basic supplies in your household as recommended by FEMA in case of emergency?
I hope none of us has to go through some of the storms, floods, and other disasters we have seen on the news
lately. But we should be prepared. As ham radio operators, the least we can do is to have the ability to operate
in an emergency.
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule covering the
next few months. These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this
publication.
4/6/19
4/7/19
4/13/19
4/13/19
4/20/19
4/27/19
4/28/19
4/28/19
5/4/19
5/17 to 19
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/2/19
6/8/19
6/15/19
6/16/19

Lincoln Trail
GMARC Technology
Letcher County
Cuyahoga Falls
Portsmouth
Ashland Tailgate
Chassell
Athens
Cadillac
Hamvention
Luce County
Princeton
IRA
Fulton County
Chelsea
Union County
Milford/SWODXA Conv
Monroe

Elizabethtown, KY
EXPO Madison Hgts, MI
Whitesburg, KY
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Portsmouth, OH
Ashland, KY
Chassell, MI
Athens, OH
Cadillac, MI
Xenia, OH
Newberry, MI
Princeton, KY
Hudsonville, MI
Wauseon, OH
Chelsea, Mi
Marysville, OH
Milford, OH
Monroe, MI

OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from some of the recent events in the Division,
useful links and information as well as some neat photos supplied from around the Division. Check it
out: http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
Be sure to check your Section's news pages for the latest local happenings, club and net information.
73, Let's go light up the bands!
Dale Williams, WA8EFK
Director, Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org
[Editor’s Note: Dale’s Tales was edited slightly to fit the space available.]
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Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
Day #2 of the TMRA Technician License Class will be April 6, and will include VE testing. Walk-ins are
welcome. Contact Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
New Ham Seminar will be Saturday, April 9, 2019 at the EMS Training Center, 2727 Jefferson Avenue,
Toledo, Ohio.
The TMRA bus goes to Hamvention® on May 18. Contact Mike, WA8SYD, for information.
June 1 & 2, 2019 is Museum Ships Weekend. Contact Glenn, W8MUK, at w8muk@arrl.net for
information.
Field Day is June 22 & 23, 2019. Contact Steve, W8TER, for information.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.
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Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon no longer produced a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: w8muk@arrl.net, or writing to:
Glenn, W8MUK
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#323
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
Assistant Editors: Bruce, AA8HS and
Mike, WB8TNF
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