TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon
News from the PresidentMarch 2019
From Rob, KV8P
Hi everyone! We have an exciting and event-filled month ahead in March. I’ll attempt summarize some of our
activities for the month ahead (in order).
March 1st, 11:45am: LCARES runs a siren test net on 147.27 the first Friday of each month. Check-ins start
at about 11:45am and the sirens sound at noon. This net is in place to report the status of the warning sirens.
March 9th, 10am-5pm: Art, K8XG, will be presenting a free class on Digital Hotspots, a hands-on Seminar, at
Fire Station #2 in Maumee (just in front of the water tower). You won’t want to miss this one!
March 13th, 7pm: General TMRA meeting with a remote presentation by Randy, WU2S, on AREDN mesh
networking. Location is the Electrical Industry building at 727 Lime City Road in Rossford. Doors open at
6pm.
March 17th, 8am-2pm: Toledo Hamfest! This is our biggest TMRA club fund-raiser of the year and we
definitely still need help with setup on March 16th (setup starts about 9:15am), all day on the 17th and with teardown following the event. If you are able to help (at all, in any capacity or time-frame), please contact Brian,
WD8MXR, at wd8mxr@gmail.com. (or, just show up and make yourself known. We’ll put you to
work!) Thanks to all that are taking active roles with our hamfest! All efforts are greatly appreciated.
March 23rd, 9am: Lucas County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (LCARES) holds their monthly meeting
in the private dining room in the basement of St. Luke’s Hospital on the 4th Saturday of every month.
March 23rd, 8am-5pm: The next Technician License Class will begin at the Lucas County EMS Training
Center! (Second session and testing are on April 6th). There will also be a follow-on class called, “I’m new to
Amateur Radio, Now what?” that will be provided at the same location on April 13th at 9am. If you know
anyone interested in taking the free class, have him/her register with Steve Stalker, KC8TVW, at 419-4673734 or at kc8tvw@arrl.net.
March 30th, 12:30pm: Steve, KC8TVW, will be providing an introductory Morse Code (CW) training
class. This session will be held at Trilby Methodist church at 5918 Secor Rd., Toledo, OH 42623. This is a
great place to learn about learning tools and methods!
We hope to see everyone at the many great activities this month!
73,
Rob, KV8P
kv8p@kv8p.com
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU
boxcar@toast.net.
The next Lucas County ARES board and general meeting will be held
Saturday March 23. The meeting location is at St Luke's Hospital in the
basement Private Dining Room near the cafeteria. The meeting starts at
9:00am.
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net, Sunday nights on the
147.270 repeater at 7:30pm for the latest information.

Technician License Classes, VE Testing, and CW Classes
From Steve, KC8TVW
The next technician license classes will be March 23 and April 6 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The second class
will include time for testing to earn the technician class license. Class instruction is free. You may bring your
own technician class license manual or purchase one at the class for $25.00. If you wish to take the test to earn a
technician license, the test fee is $15.00.
Next CW learning session is March 30, 2019 at 12:30 PM. The location is Trilby Church, 5918 Secor Rd.,
Toledo, Ohio. Bring any keys and code practice oscillators that you might have. We will have everything you
need if you have nothing.
For information about the Technician License Class, VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW.
Phone: 419-467-3734 or email: sstalker@bex.net

TMRA New Ham Seminar
From Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer
“I have my license now what?” TMRA is happy to announce the return of the New Ham Seminar. You have
gotten your ham ticket and now you stand at the doorway to the entire world of ham radio, but now what do you
do first? This seminar was created to help answer that question. There will be a variety of equipment on-site, as
well as experienced ham radio operators to answer questions and give demonstrations.
TMRA NEW HAM SEMINAR: Saturday April 9th 2019, 10:00 AM till 1:00 PM, EMA Training Center, 2727
Jefferson Avenue, Toledo Ohio. Parking is behind the building. The entrance is under the carport.

TMRA Bus to Hamvention®
TMRA will once again have a bus going to Hamvention® at the Greene County Ohio Fairgrounds and Expo
Center. The bus will leave Toledo early on Saturday, May 18, and return the same day. The bus will stop for
dinner after the hamfest. Dinner is not included in the price of the bus fare. For more information or to register
for the TMRA bus, contact Mike, WA8SYD.
Hamvention® tickets, good for May 17-19, may be purchased in advance online for $22.00 at
https://hamvention.org/purchase-tickets/, or for $27.00 at the gate.
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TMRA Hamfest
It’s finally here! The TMRA Hamfest will be Sunday, March 17, 2019 at the Student Health and Activity Center
(SHAC) at Owens Community College, 30335 Oregon Road, Perrysburg, Ohio. The hamfest features the usual
selection of ham radio equipment, computers, software, shareware, electronic parts, soldering equipment, and
hard-to-find items that you see only at hamfests. It also features VE testing, a silent auction of ham gear, and
three education forums: “ARES in Ohio,” “Designing and Building a Deployable Emergency Communication
Go Kit” and “FLDigi Digital Communications.”
Set-up will be Saturday, March 16. Many volunteers will be needed both days. Contact Brian, WD8MXR, if
you have not already volunteered. See you there!

Silent Auction
Don’t forget there will be a silent auction at the TMRA Hamfest on March 17, 2019. Attendees will have an
opportunity to bid on many valuable ham radio and other items. Toby, KE8CZO, is gathering donations to
raise money to complete the club’s Yaesu FT450D station. The new equipment will include a power supply and
antenna tuner.
If you have items you would like to donate, please contact Toby at ke8czo@gmail.com.

TMRA Technical Committee
Dan, KE8UE, Chairman
First, a reminder there is always a need for help for the Hamfest.
Here is what is happening with Tech Committee.
 Our new antennas all seem to be standing and it appears there is no damage from the ice or from and the
high winds we had.
 6 Meter repeater is now on/off and is working well when on. We have to come up with a way of keeping
the ground radials in place. Don’t forget there is a 6 meter round table net on Monday Nights at 9:00
pm.
 2 meter repeater (147.270) does have some disease and we believe that it is caused by the
Duplexers. Tom, KD8WCD, Rob, KV8P, Rich, KQ6EF and Chrissy, KC8UFV, replaced the ½
wave Duplexers at PNC with a set of ¼ waves. The ½ wave should take care of our disease
problem. The old power supply from the Motorola MTR 2000 is being looked into being repaired more
than later. Also remember that Digital Net on Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm. The battery back-up should be
ready very soon just need to purchase the batteries.
 The Fusion repeater is working well with the ¼ wave Duplexers.
 The 440 repeater is working nicely with no problems at this time.
 The 220 repeater is also working with no apparent problems. It could use more activity other than the
Sunday night net.
 There are no problems with the 900 repeater.
 D-Star repeater is working and is not ready for Echo link and the AL star links.
 There is a workshop on March 9, at 10:00 pm at The Maumee Fire Station on Dussel Road in front of
the Maumee Water Tower. It will be put on with Art, K8XG, and the subject is Hotspots. There are
other workshops being discussed.
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Mobile Fox Hunts
From Ron, N8RLH
Mobile Fox Hunts are cancelled until Spring. For more information, contact Ron, N8RLH at
rlhornbeck@att.net.

Antenna Build
From Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer
TMRA will be hosting a 2-Meter Slot Cube Antenna Build. The antenna for this build can be found in the
January 2019 issue of QST Magazine, on pages 35 and 36. The build will be hosted by the TMRA Tech
Committee, and the cost is estimated to be less than $20.00. The date for the antenna build has not yet been
announced.
If you are interested please let Dave, KD8EVN, know and he will get you on the list. More information on this
will follow in coming weeks. You can contact Dave by E-Mail at kd8evn@arrl.net

Field Day
Field Day is only a little over three months away. It’s time to give some thought to what you will be doing this
year. Steve, W8TER, Field Day Chairman, and Rob, KV8P, TMRA President, have already been thinking how
the club will approach Field Day. At the February TMRA general meeting, Rob talked a little about how our
goals and emphasis will change for 2019.
We want to involve more of the club’s newest members
and introduce them to HF operating. To do this we will
emphasize operating on the primary HF bands: 80, 40,
and 20 meters. To emphasize operating, we will take a
“contesting” approach.
Field Day is not a contest, yet taking a contesting
approach focuses our techniques and sharpens our skills.
It gives us the opportunity to challenge each other and to
measure our progress. But how does this involve our
newest members who may not have the HF radios and
antennas, or have the necessary operating experience?
How will we include TMRA members who want to try
out their personal rigs and antennas? How will we avoid
interference on the bands and on the ground at the Field
Day site?

Rob, KV8P demonstrating his equipment.
– n8rlh photo.

First, we will need everyone’s cooperation to see that there is no interference on-the-air and on-the-ground. The
placement of stations and antennas, the location of tents and campers, and the scheduling of operators, loggers,
and operating modes are all critical to our success.
Second, TMRA will set up HF stations on the three primary bands, including antennas. The radios, antennas,
and accessories will be club owned or provided by club members who have proven them under actual operating
conditions. In this way we will know the equipment is ready for Filed Day operating conditions. Each band will
have a “Band Captain” who will act as an elmer to help new hams to learn operating skills. Anyone wishing to
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set up their personal radios and antennas may do so only after checking with the Band Captain and making sure
there will be no interference. The Band Captains will also oversee scheduling to ensure we have 24-hour band
coverage.
Third, we will need elmers to volunteer to coordinate
activities on each of the three primary bands.
Fourth, we will need club members and others to
volunteer to operate and log for the 24 hours of
operation. We will also need volunteers for the other
bands and for the many logistical duties needed for Field
Day. So, please, mark your calendars for set-up on
Friday, June 21, operating on Saturday and Sunday, June
22 and 23, and tear-down on Sunday afternoon.
If you would like to bring your rig and/or antenna to
Field Day on the other bands: 160, 15, 10 and 2 meters,
please check with Steve, W8TER, or Glenn, W8MUK,
to ensure there is no interference and to coordinate the
placement of your station. Remember, 80, 40, and 20
meters will have priority as these are the key bands from
a contesting perspective.

Who’s that man in the red cape? And what is he
doing?
–n8rlh photo

The photos are from Field Day 2015.

Digital Dabbling’s
By Art, K8XG
I seem to be Dabbling in something digital, be it UHF Digital Voice Modes and Hot Spots, or HF Sound Card
modes, something new always seems to pop up and take interest.
New HF Sound card modes
HF SSB sound card modes are different then what folks use on FM VHF, these modes must take less space with
low bandwidth to share with other Digi Modes and CW. PSK31 took everyone by storm when if first came out,
and programs like DigiPan where all the rage. Now the program FLDigi has blessed us with a variety of
various modes that can be used on HF, as well larger bandwidth modes on FM.
Weak Signal work was first done with Joe Taylor’s (K1JT) JT65 and JT9, making possible contacts over large
distances with low power and modest wire antennas. However, it took almost 5 mins to make a contact and
exchange information…. until…. FT8 came out finalized in November, 2016. Now it was a 15 second
transmission cycle with deep penetration into the noise floor. You could decode signals not even heard, let
alone seen on the water fall.
Since then many naysayers have been declaring FT8 as the end to ham radio as we know it, because the
computer automates the contact after the click of a mouse. Now chasing paper was just a video game of clicking
on call signs first and using high power that were the opposite of what FT8 was best designed for, lower power.
Then came the DX-pedition mode to FT8, and now the band segment that FT8 used expended greatly with DXpeditions. Soon afterwards some DX-Peditions made statements they would not be supporting FT8. Some folks
began lamenting about how PSK31 and Olivia are keyboard to keyboard QSOs and how FT8 was not a real
ham radio mode in the traditional spirit.
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While all that drama was happening on Ham Radio Forums, I was playing with FT8 replacing the automatic
exchange text with Status Messages and figured out how to make it possible to send such status far away with
25 watts and a wire. Yes, it was possible to do, but it was clumsy being the program was being designed and
tuned mostly for those chasing papers.
JS8Call is based on the FT8 software sound card modem but built for Keyboard QSOs and Messages
And then Jordan Sherer came out with an Alpha and later Beta of what he called FT8Call. It was designed to
provide keyboard to keyboard QSOs, and also provide Messaging and acknowledgment of that message. This
was inspired by the program called FSQCall, or just FSQ as it is implemented in FLDigi. That grabbed my
attention as myself and other folks practicing in the field with 25 watts and a wire were already using FSQ.
Later Jordan was asked to remove the FT8 part from his program name, which he had in there to acknowledge
the work of the FT8 authors on the FT8 Modem. So, he changed the name to JS8Call now. It uses the
underlining modem software of open source FT8, and he has implemented his own protocol on top of it.
I started using JS8Call in October of last year and found it to be like texting. I could walk away and come back
and make a reply to someone over the course of my lunch. Each message segment is 15 seconds long, and you
can type a long message that will say take up four to six 15 second segments or even longer if needed to
complete the QSO.
Like FSQ, you can send heartbeats or sounders as they are called in FSQ. You can list stations on the waterfall,
click on them and send them a Signal report in db. You can request a report from their station which will auto
respond to you if they have it in a mode to respond to requests. You can send them a message which will store
in their inbox, and you can get an ACK back that they received the message.
JS8 Call was even used to get a message to the Cajun Navy for a rescue during the Hurricane season. This got
the attention of many who are into emergency communications. Pretty soon on PSK Reporter, JS8 at times even
had more user reports than the number of CW contacts listed and it still bounces back and forth between 2nd
and 3rd used mode according to PSKreporter statistics: https://www.pskreporter.info/cgi-bin/pskstats.pl This
table is why some folks say that FT8 has taken over like the plague. JS8Call now has a
release candidate.
FT8
1570314
I showed folks at winter field day my Linux setup with JS8Call and making contacts on a
18 foot vertical whip on 40 meters in the afternoon. It really, really works, just as FT8
does but for keyboard and messages instead of contacts for a log book.

JS8

3486

CW

3269

How can I get JS8Call?
PSK31
829
JS8Call download is currently on Groups.io, which has become the number one choice for
Forum groups in Ham Radio and other hobbies, as folks are moving off Yahoo groups and
their difficult to use new interface and advertising. That means you must put in your email address and verify
it, not a big deal really: https://groups.io/g/js8call/wiki/Download-Links
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Using JS8Call
JS8Call looks similar to FT8, which is because they both use a multi-language platform called QT. FLDigi, by
the way, was written in one called Fast Light Tool Kit, and hence the FL part of FLDigi. QSOs on the waterfall

are on the left, and Callsigns, signal strength and where on the waterfall are on the left. You right click a
callsign and a menu appears with choices of responses or calls to a specific person. Unlike FT8, you do not have
to change your spot on the water fall. It is decoding the entire waterfall and will pickup calls addressed to you.
Up at the top it shows the frequency of the start of the waterfall and has suggested choices on each band of
where you will find activity; 3.578 and 7.078 being the most used I have seen in the low sunspot cycles with 40
acting like 20.
More FLDigi HF modes
If you want to try more modes out on FLDigi, try looking just above the common PSK31 frequencies, for
example 7.071. I have a few QSOs from Thor, DominoEX, and Throb modality contacts even during the past
few weeks. Olivia mode can be seen there commonly as well. Also, it is good idea to keep your FLDigi RXID
button on so it can switch to the mode that the operator is using. PSK31 is still alive, and hopefully more folks
will try it again once the current bandwagon gets old.
Fusion information
With all the new Fusion radios out there with the low prices Yaesu has on them, make sure to visit Ham
Operator Help, put on by many folks in the WISMIN Wires-X group:
https://www.hamoperator.com/Hamoperator/WiRES-X_Bible/WiRES-X_Bible.html
But they haven’t updated it to include the newer low cost FT70D HT and 7250 mobiles. These radios, while not
having menu modes that the 100/400 have, do have the direct room number entry. Be sure to check your manual
on how to determine the room the Fusion repeater is on, and how to change it. In the FT70D I have for example,
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page 30 of the instruction manual has you press the “F” function button and the AMS key to get into Wires
mode. Turning the knob on top will show what node the repeater is connected to if any. And you can turn it to
an entry screen where you can type in a room number like 21080 for America Link. Then a press of the AMS
key will connect it to the room number entered.
YSF Hot Spots
I will have a stand-up seminar/workshop on Hot Spots and such topics March 9th at the Maumee Firehouse at
10am. This is a good place to find out about ZUM Spots, OpenSpots, JumboSpots and other Hot Spots.
YSF Servers, Yaesu System Fusion, is a set of servers for the Fusion radios are the run by individual hams, not
by Yaesu like Wires-X is. These are used by Hot Spots to connect to links. Host Spots cannot connect to WiresX, but many Wires-X links like Ohio Link, Alabama Link, America Link have YSF rooms that are cross licked
over to Wires-X. So, if the TMRA repeater is connected to the Ohio Link on Wires-X, you can use a hot spot on
the Ohio Link’s YSF room to talk to folks on the local TMRA repeater. I will be showing an example of this
and others in the hands-on workshop.

Understanding Logbook of the World – Part 1
[By] N8JDM, [First published] October 5, 2017 - 9:20 pm

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a series of five articles written by
Jason D. McCormick, N8JDM, and reprinted with permission.
One of the most common but confusing tools in amateur radio today is
the ARRL Logbook of the World (“LoTW”). Logbook of the World
was created by the ARRL to establish a secure, online QSO/QSL
manager that could be used both for convenience and to provide a
reliable service for recording contacts for award applications. ARRL’s
own mission statement for LoTW reads:

LoTW’s defining role is to provide confirmation of two-way amateur communications
with impeccable reliability and security. LoTW maintains a record of logged and
confirmed contacts, and identifies confirmations associated with supported awards
LoTW uses a cryptographic mechanism called “certificates” to ensure the security. These are the same
certificates that are used to identify and secure online commerce websites. Needless to say, ARRL
takes LoTW’s security very seriously. And this is where some confusion comes from. However,
understanding some of the key concepts behind LoTW and how the fit together, using LoTW is fairly
straightforward.
In this series of articles, we will explore the key concepts of LoTW, setting up LoTW for first use,
using multiple station locations in LoTW, and using multiple callsigns in LoTW.

Key Concepts
To get started with LoTW, it’s helpful to understand certain key concepts.
LoTW Account – The LoTW account is the main interface into the web application. The LoTW
account is a username and password used for https://lotw.arrl.org. The LoTW account name will be the
ham’s current, active callsign. It is important to know that a ham may have multiple callsigns
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associated with an LoTW account and does not need multiple LoTW accounts to handle multiple
personal callsigns (e.g. historical calls, changes in callsign, etc.)! The LoTW account is also how
QSO/QSL information is downloaded from LoTW into logging software.
Callsign Certificate – A callsign certificate is a secure file, generated on a computer, that identifies the
holder of the callsign. A callsign certificate must be requested for a ham’s current call and, optionally,
any historically-held call. For new users of LoTW, the first callsign certificate requested will always
been the ham’s current, active callsign as listed in the FCC ULS database.
Station Location – A station location is the definition of a particular geographic location identifying
where a callsign was transmitting from. A ham’s first station location will almost always be their Home
QTH or a Club QTH if the ham doesn’t have home-based equipment (yet!). An active ham will begin
to accrue several locations depending on operating habits such as participating in Field Day or radio
events such as the 2016 National Parks on the Air event. In general, a ham defines a new station
location when they are operating from a new maidenhead gridsquare location (6 char gridsquare) but in
certain circumstances finer-grained location differences may be in order.
Trusted QSL / TQSL – Trusted QSL or TQSL is software developed and distributed by the ARRL for
facilitating uploads to LoTW. The software is available Windows, MacOS, and Linux platforms. In
general, even if logging software supports LoTW integration, TQSL must be present and properly
configured.

Relationships Between the Key Concepts
The most powerful and potentially most confusing aspect of LoTW are the relationships between
concepts, especially the relationships between the LoTW Account, Callsign Certificates, and Stations
Locations.
The “big bucket” for any ham in LoTW is the LoTW Account. An LoTW Account is created for each
ham as part of the process for registering and generating their Callsign Certificate. The ham’s LoTW
Account will be their current, active callsign. Whenever a ham changes callsigns, they should file the
appropriate form with the ARRL to have their LoTW primary callsign updated. Although the LoTW
Account is named after the current primary callsign, it’s important to think about the LoTW Account
itself as a collection of all past, present, and future callsigns.
The LoTW Account holds at least one callsign for every user. If a ham never changes their callsign,
never operates a club call, or never operates a special event station then their LoTW Account and their
Callsign will always be a one-to-one relationship. However, many hams will do at least one of those
things over the span of their “career” in amateur radio. For each callsign, a Callsign Certificate is
generated and associated with the ham’s LoTW Account. For example, the author’s current primary
call is N8JDM so his LoTW Account is N8JDM and he has a Callsign Certificate for N8JDM
associated with the LoTW Account.
However, his original callsign was KE8ETB. The author may also obtain a Callsign Certificate for
KE8ETB that has a start and end date for the duration of the time he was assigned that call. The ham
has logs from that time period too (perhaps historical paper logs?). Both Callsign Certificates reside
within and are associated to the LoTW Account.
9

Station Locations are configured within TQSL. A Station Location is a definition for the ham’s local
convenience only! It’s a way to bundle the necessary location information that LoTW requires for
every QSO. Each QSO requires DXCC Entity, CQ Zone, ITU Zone, Grid (6 char), State, and County.
These items are defined within TQSL so that the ham uploading logs can simply choose the correct
location and associate the correct location information to all
the contacts easily. There is no limit to the number of Station
THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
Locations that one can define in TQSL. However, it’s also
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
important to note that the name of the Station Location is not
43697-9673
something that is uploaded and stored within LoTW – the
President, Rob, KV8P;
individual location data points are stored instead. A ham can
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
create and delete Station Locations in TQSL as needed without
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
affecting the data stored in LoTW. A Callsign Certificate is
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
associated with a Station Location. The ham has options for
Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
multiple callsigns – they can manually change the associated
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
Callsign Certificate as needed or create multiple Station
TMRA Home Page
Locations associated with different Callsign Certificates.
www.tmrahamradio.org

This concludes the Key Concepts portion of LoTW.
Forthcoming articles will walk through obtaining an account
and certificate, setting up and using TQSL, using LoTW’s web
interface, and integration of LoTW/TQSL with logging
software.
[“Understanding Logbook of the World”, a series of five articles,
was published in the Silvercreek Amateur Radio Association’s
website at https://w8wky.org, and is used with permission under the
terms of Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
Minor changes were made to provide proper attribution and to fit
The Beacon format.]

Webmaster: Zack, N8ZAK
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Dales Tales
Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director, Great Lakes Division
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for March 2019.
HAMVENTION® AND MENTORING: This year, the Dayton
Amateur Radio Association (DARA) will host the ARRL National
Convention at Hamvention in Xenia, OH. The general theme this
year is "Mentoring". I am one among many who feel that we fall far
short of really fulfilling that task as new hams enter this great
hobby. DARA is right on the mark for presenting this emphasis.
There are forums planned to help us all be better at mentoring and I think we all need to take this truly to
heart. Far too often we are too busy or otherwise occupied to lend extend a warm greeting to a newcomer at a
club meeting. We are too busy to ask if they need help getting on the air. We are too busy to ask if they need
help selecting a radio, or installing an antenna. Does this seem familiar?
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What we really need to do is get off the dime and learn a little about the best ways to mentor and recognize
those who may require a little help, even when they have been reluctant to ask for it. I can remember being in
that spot, those experienced OTs scared the daylights out of me. And not I find those positions reversed, and I
really need to remember that. DARA will open those doors and a few eyes to be sure. So if you are reading
this issue of Dale's Tales as a Great Lakes Division ARRL Member, you are close enough to make the trip to
Xenia and take advantage of what this year's ARRL National Convention and DARA Hamvention offers. Plan
it now, BE THERE and enjoy the fun!
TOM'S COMMENTS:
What’s on my mind this month? Education. We’ll be seeing more programs and advances coming from ARRL
headquarters and the Lifelong Learning office soon. And, throughout the Division, people are gearing up for
classes this spring, everything from Extra to Tech. It’s great to see the enthusiasm that everyone has.
Please list your classes with ARRL and with your Section, so those who might be searching can find what you
are offering. And, as many of you already do, reach out. Find other ways to publicize your work. Check with
some of the people who were in your last class, or the one before that. How did they hear about the
class? Maybe there’s a group out there with a few individuals who might have an interest in ham radio. It’s
worth trying to find them.
And, as a few of us were discussing recently, getting the beginning license is just that – a beginning. You
know, it really doesn’t do someone any good to hold a ham license if they never do anything with it. Mentoring
and training must be a part of what we do to complete the process of getting someone into ham radio. I
encourage each club that has a license class to find a way to follow up on that class. It could be some additional
sessions to help individuals with their new radios. It might be encouraging them to come to an operating
event. It might even be inventing an operating event just so they can take part.
Some of this may even start during the initial phase. If your sessions run more than a few weeks, have you set
aside time for people to actually pick up a microphone and talk on the radio? A good control operator can
provide encouragement, and having club members out there waiting to talk, sets up the exercise pretty well.
Sometimes just overcoming mike fright, or making an interesting contact, provides an extra incentive for
students to keep going in the class, and for them to make plans for how to get on the air once they get that
license.
Here’s hoping that by mid-spring we have more licensed hams in the Division, and that by summer and Field
Day, we have more active hams in the Division.
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division

The TMRA Hamfest is Sunday, March 17, at Owens Community College
Student Health and Activity Center
30335 Oregon Road
Perrysburg, Ohio
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HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule covering the
next few months. These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this
publication.
If you plan to request ARRL Sanctioning, please be sure to do it well in advance of your hamfest date, as this
allows adequate time for QST Listings. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is
set. With 52 weeks and 70+ hamfests, things do double up a little. Plan ahead for requesting your ARRL
Officials to attend.
3/2/19
3/3/19
3/16/19
3/16/19
3/17/19
4/6/19
4/7/19
4/13/19
4/13/19
4/20/10
4/27/29
4/28/19
4/28/19

Cave City Hamfest
NOARS Winter Fest
Gallipolis
Crossroads
TMRA Hamfest
Lincoln Trail
GMARC Technology EXPO
Letcher County
Cuyahoga Falls
Portsmouth
Ashland Tailgate
Chassell
Athens

Cave City, KY
Elyria, OH
Gallipolis, OH
Kalamazoo, MI
Perrysburg, OH
Elizabethtown, KY
Madison Hgts, MI
Whitesburg, KY
Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Portsmouth, OH
Ashland, KY
Chassell, MI
Athens, OH

OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from some of the recent events in the Division,
useful links and information as well as some neat photos supplied from around the Division. Check it
out: http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
Be sure to check your Section's news pages for the latest local happenings, club and net information.
73, Let's go light up the bands!
Dale Williams WA8EFK
Director, Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org

Did You Know?










The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
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The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
Hot Spot Technology Seminar will be hosted by Art, KX8G, on March 9, 2019, at Maumee Fire Station #2
on Dussel Drive (in front of the water tower).
The TMRA Hamfest is March 17, 2019. Set-up is Saturday, March 16.
The TMRA Technician License Class will be March 23 and April 6. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-4673734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
New Ham Seminar will be Saturday, April 9, 2019 at the EMS Training Center, 2727 Jefferson Avenue,
Toledo, Ohio.
The TMRA bus goes to Hamvention on May 18. Contact Mike, WA8SYD for information.
June 1 & 2, 2019 is Museum Ships Weekend. Contact Glenn at w8muk@arrl.net for information.
Field Day is June 22 & 23, 2019. Contact Steve, W8TER for information.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: w8muk@arrl.net, or writing to:
Glenn, W8MUK
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#322
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
Assistant Editors: Bruce, AA8HS and
Mike, WB8TNF
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