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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P

Hi Everyone! News from the President
Hi everyone. Wow, what an exciting month it has been!
The TMRA August General meeting saw us vote in a new Trustee, Mike
(W8MAL), this past month. Mike, welcome to the executive committee and we all
are looking forward to working with you!
A huge thanks to Dan (KE8UE) who is coming off of his last 5 years as a TMRA
Trustee. Dan always has a lot to offer and brought a tremendous amount of value to
the TMRA Leadership as part of the committee. We all thank you Dan! Dan also
heads up our Technical Committee where we can all continue to benefit from Dan's
experience and leadership.
Our TMRA Convention Committee has also been making some great progress.
This last month the committee settled on many of the needed specifics and have
reserved our rooms at Owens Community College for our Saturday forums. We're
now deep into lining up some fantastic forums, detailing specifics for the
convention, and working with the hamfest committee on many Sunday specifics as
well. Big thanks to all of our regular participants helping on the committee every
couple weeks.
TMRA also hosted two Metro-park transmitter hunts this past month. To start with,
we were quite lucky with the weather in that it was near "perfect", making for a
near perfect walk in the park. We had quite a few first-time hunters come out as
well as a couple experienced hunters. A very special thanks to those that helped the
new hunters learn along the way. Even the experienced hunters picked something
up, so that's what it's all about. I think the experience was fantastic and everyone
took away some great tricks/tips and ideas on equipment to help make their future
hunts successful.
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Thanks to all that came out to participate with the Ohio QSO party operating event
at the fire station! I unfortunately had a conflict this time around, but I understand
that everyone had quite a great time and enjoyed the event. These operating
contests are always a great place to learn about operating and equipment as well, so
don't forget to join us for the next one, the Ohio State Parks on the Air operating
event at Maumee Bay State Park on September 7th! This one is always really fun.
Any kite antennas this year? 😊
Lastly, you won't want to miss the TMRA general meeting on September 11th ,
where we will be announcing the annual TMRA Amateur of the Year! See you
then.
And don’t forget these important events:
September 7th (10am-6pm), setup starts at 7:30am - Ohio State Parks on the Air
(Maumee Bay State Park)
November 9th and November 23rd (8am-5pm both days) - Fall Tech Ham Radio
Licensing Class (911 Training Center, Toledo)
December 7th (9am-2pm) - I'm new to Amateur Radio, now what class (9am-2pm)

73
Rob - KV8P
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU
boxcar@toast.net.

ARES members must fill out a new application with
current contact info and these should be submitted to Tim.
The NW Ohio ARES Traffic net is in dire need of
operators with 75M privileges and the appropriate
equipment to help the net by being a liaison to the Section SSB and CW Traffic
nets. For more information join the net daily at 6:30pm on the W8RZM 147.375
repeater or contact N8TNV, KC8IDM or W8MAL.

From Michael Lacumsky, the newest member of the TMRA Board
of Trustees
My name is Michael Lacumsky. I was recently elected to the Board of Trustees at the
August 2019 General Meeting. I grew up and currently live in the Oak Harbor area
where I graduated Oak Harbor HS in 2005. I was licensed in 2006 as KD8ERS.
Following a somewhat hectic Skywarn net in 2007, I changed to my current call of
W8MAL. In late 2017 I took and passed the Amateur Extra exam.
My operating activities include Radio Relay International (formerly known as National
Traffic System), as well as light DXing and some sporadic contesting. I am a no-code
turned know-code operator and by far prefer CW over any other mode, however, I am
quite active with the JT variety of modes. I currently operate on 80 through 2 meters,
440 and 900. I also dabble with 2.4GHz with AREDN Mesh Networking.
I have been a member of TMRA since 2012 and have participated in most of the on air
activities. I currently chair the Hamfest Committee, as well as participate in planning
the 2020 Great Lakes Division Convention. I also participate with repeater site projects
and help with administering licensing exams as part of the TMRA VE Team.
Professionally, I was a landscaper until an injury prevented me to continue in that
capacity. I currently raise chickens and have a pack of Chihuahuas who keep me busy.
I would like to take this time to thank Dan Cunningham, KE8UE, for his many years of
service to the Club as a trustee. I look forward to working with the other trustees as we
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go forward. Finally, thank you to the Executive Board who allowed me to pursue being
elected to this office.

W8MAL
Mike is also the ARES EOC for Ottawa County and lives in a town without mail
delivery! Ed.

MRA Technical Committee
Dan KE8UE

Hi Everyone,
Hope you all have a very safe Labor Day weekend. There is not much to
report this month since we did not have a meeting per-say, we did meet at my home
for picnic with fellowship. The menu was hamburgers and brats and lots of good
food.
We have purchased a new 6 meter antenna and it has been received and
will be assembled on the ground so if it needs to be reinforced it can be done
easier.
Another reminder that we have nets on all of our repeaters check the web
page for times, bands and frequencies.
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On Saturday August 24 was the Ohio QSO party at the Maumee Fire
Station. I am not sure of how many contacts were made, but Steve W8TER will
have a report and an article coming.
Dan
KE8UE

NWO AREDN Mesh Committee Report
The NWO AREDN Mesh Committee has been hard at work. We have deployed a
single node with a camera to test the ability to provide unattended video. This test
was run at the Sylvania Triathlon and was successful in that the node provided
unattended video to the net control throughout the entire event. We are nearing the
completion of our master go kit node. This node will be used in conjunction with
the ARES trailer. The kit consists of all the needed equipment to provide a
temporary backbone for the ad hoc network. It will be available and be deployed
every time the trailer goes out. The kit was built with donations provided by the
members of the committee and built by committee member Mark, K8MWS.
Speaking of Mark, we are pleased to announce that Mark has been named as a cochair of the committee. Mark will head up the technical end of things for the
committee.
The next deployment of the ad hoc system will be at Ohio State Parks on the Air.
Keep an eye out for the nodes and be sure to ask questions if you have them. Look
for mesh involvement in the ARES simulated emergency test (SET) coming up in
October. Finally, we are going to start running education sessions. The first session
will be held in September (date not set) and the topic will be setting up and signing
into the AREDN system. All will be welcome to attend.

FT-3D and TH-D74 Comparison review
Art, K8XG
5

This is a comparison review of Yaesu and Kenwood’s Flagship HTs.

The first issue I found on both radios were that hand straps were not supplied, so I
purchased them from Amazon for about $6.95 for a 6-pack of them. I installed them
on each radio and now I can’t find the 4 remaining straps; I must have put them in a
“Safe Place”, Hi Hi!
I like the fact that both radios have dual top knobs, with an outer ring configuration,
rather than only a single button on previous radios like the FT1XD.
The D74 is a Long Radio, let me say it is not a radio you want to put on your belt. It
is a very nice radio and one you want to put in your back pack, not your belt and
here is why:. the belt clip is not a very strong hold on the kind of proper thick belt
used to hold your hardware on your hip. When you sit in an easy chair, the seat of
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your car, and even the huge seat of my full-size pickup; or when you get up, the
radio falls into the chair or worse the floor or ground.

The FT3D fits well in your hand, just like the FT1XD did. It has the angled PTT
buttons that the newer Yasue radios had like the FT70D. Some with arthritic fingers
find this easier to keep pushed in while talking with less force than needed for the
previous FT1XD. See picture on belt clips and the fabric holster I bought with steel
belt hooks to keep the D74 safe if on my belt. [$14 on eBay]
The screens of each radio were easy to see in the sunlight at the park while power
walking. The FT3D seems brighter, the D74 seems to have better resolution with its
Icons. The FT3D just gets dimmer after timeout, the D74 turns its backlight off. In
the sun I can still see it, but not in a room with poor lighting.
I tested Bluetooth with the Yaesu Bluetooth ear piece. It paired with the Kenwood
as well, but PTT only worked on the FT3D. My LG wireless ear buds also paired
with each radio and worked fine on the Kenwood but not on the FT3D. Each time a
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signal broke the squelch, the LG vibrated with an incoming call message to answer
and you had to hit the answer call button.
Bluetooth voice RX on both radios was clear communications quality. Most reports
of my TX were positive, however a few audiophiles pointed out problems with
communications quality regarding the roll of on my bass voice compared to using
the radio’s built in Mic or Speaker/Camera Mic option I used on the FT3 on a test.
On the FT3D and the D74, if I paired them correctly and my cellphone was also
paired, I could listen to podcasts and the podcast would pause while a Ham Call
came in over the radio. Then the podcast would resume. It was tricky hit or miss on
what to pair first but usually I would pair the phone first.
The D74 has better receive audio than the FT3D, plus it has a RX equalizer and TX
equalizer. This is great for the D74’s SSB and CW receiver allowing you to tailor
the RX bandpass. The D74 contains a built in bar ntenna. I was able to pick up the
Friendly Bunch NCS and Relays on 75 meters from my arm chair with this radio in
my hand. You can switch to the SMA connector for shortwave in the menus. The all
mode reception is also available in the VHF/UHF bands as well. So with this in
your backpack, and a FT871/FT818 QRP rig, you have a SSB/CW satellite station
for use at your camp site. AM of course is the only mode in the Airband. It also
features AF/IF output to a PC via the USB port. We will cover that more in a future
column. The D74 USB port can be used as a KISS TNC as well; this is unlike the
FT3D where you can only use the data port to export GPS data.
The FT3D SQL button is on the side. When you press once, and it holds the squelch
function till you press it again. The D74 you hold the SQL button on the side and let
go when you are done setting.
The D74 has easy to use D-Star menus operated by holding down the 4-X mouse in
the middle for repeater list/near repeater and hold up on the 4-X mouse for the TO
part of the D-Star setting, CQCQQ, Link Reflector, input Reflector etc.
The FT3D for Wires-X has changed from all the other radios. You do NOT hold
down in the big X key, you only press it once to energize Wires-X command mode.
I selected search and direct, then I had to hit the ID button. Then a # sign appears,
and I put in 20180 and ENT, it connected to America link. If I select ALL from the
Wires-X menu, then if lists the room in order of either history or activity (config
setting) which is set by number of connected users rather than how much talking is
going on.
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In the D74, I hit the VFO button, press down on 4-X mouse, selected Near repeater,
press up on 4-X, select reflector link, REF030C, key up and I am on D-Star
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GPS operations allow you to track APRS or digital users. The D74 seems to have a
more comprehensive set of GPS functions. The FT3D only holds three of your
waypoints, and three of others’ waypoint. On the other hand, the D74 hold 99
waypoint positions and you can use any of them as the target. I will cover GPS and
APRS use of these radios in my next column as they offer many features.
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Comparison listing of the radios
FT3D
AM/FM/C4FM [Fusion]
550khz to 999mhz continuous
Selectable 5W/ 2.5W/ 1W/ 0.3W
Band Scope Function enables monitoring up to 79 channels centered around the
current VFO frequency Equalizer settings on both TX and RX , WOW
Volume is adjustable separately on each A or B band
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Battery life with listening to 1-1/2 hours of a America Net Wires , TX beacons, 4
QSO, Bluetooth on half the time was from 9am to 6pm before radio died out
When scanning entire time radio dies about 4 hours.
Radio Menu on screen works very similar to the FTM-400X, so easy if you already
know that mobile’s menu.
However, on the smaller screen my fingers miss most of time and select something
I don’t want, however, you can use the Multi-Knob to select the menu items and
press the DISP button to set it
GPS works with APRS, Group Monitor, 3 set waypoints for you and those heard
APRS/C4FM for total of 6
USB port allows access to GPS data to PC
The Radio Screen is very bright even in the sun, lower after non interaction still
able to see in sun.
The radio uses text only menus, no real Icons and it contains voice recording and
playback abilities.
X key for Wires-X allows Search and Direct, still clunky like the FTM400; I am
unsure about direct room number input.
Voice Wide mode missing from Mode menu until you find the secret place to turn
VW mode to on in TX/RX menu
This radio has 4 manuals to cover all settings, click files tab from this URL
https://www.yaesu.com/indexVS.cfm?cmd=DisplayProducts&ProdCatID=111&enc
ProdID=84807B1262BFED6AC816544D94D310E3&DivisionID=65&isArchived=
0
TH-D74
AM/LSB/USB/CW/FM/GMSK [D-Star]
The receive range is 0.1mhz-525Mhz continuous
Four TX Power selections (5/2/0.5/0.05 W)
*Note the radio contains a build in Bar antenna for SW or external antenna can be
used.
Glossy has better PICs than I can make:
https://www.kenwood.com/usa/com/support/pdf/TH-D74A.pdf
Volume controls both A/B bands but there is a A/B Fader, more buttons to press
then the FT3 but no big deal
Battery life with listening to 30 Charlie D-Star talking about the Hurricane for 2
hours, plus local repeaters 8am to 2:30pm on blue tooth half the time before radio
died out.
13

When scanning entire time radio dies in about 4 hours.
This radio’s menu works like Kenwood Mobiles I have owned, the model V71A all
the way back to TM-733 😉
Real buttons to push, not a touch screen. I find it better to have real buttons like on
the FT1DX
GPS works with APRS/D-Star and large set of waypoints for your tracking ,
caching, or those heard
Full GPS feature set, comparable to a dedicated hand held device excluding maps
USB port allows PC full access to radios Packet TNC, AF/IF output, GPS Data by
menu settings
Radio’s color screen readable in the sun, goes no backlight after non-interaction.
Still readable but dark.
Radio’s Icons are imaginative and interesting, on the menus and D-Star functions.
Radio contains voice assistance usable by those that are vision impaired
Radio contains voice recording
Radio has DTMF memories and pre-programed Remote Base for V71A and SkyCommand for V710x
D-Star has Plus commands for Repeater Lists, Near Repeater, Reflector/Gateway
options in easy menu
One full manual covers all settings:
https://manual.kenwood.com/en_contents/attachDownload/98115/
However publishes this TIPS DOC for more understanding of advanced modes:
https://www.kenwood.com/i/products/info/amateur/pdf/TH-D74AE_IDM.pdf
The discounted pre-order price on the FT3D was $449 at HRO, $34.95 for the
SSM-BT10 BT-earpiece with PTT. These arrived in Cali Shipping port the first
Monday of Aug. A ham I know there got his on Monday at the HRO shop. It took
till Friday to get mine on their free shipping using Sure-Post, which I am always
unsure of as they are often delayed the last mile. They now are selling them for
$439, and I do expect either Black Friday or Christmas offers making these dips
down to $399 just as they have done with their other new radios.
The TH-D74 came out at $649, and had been on sale many times for $549 last
Christmas and during spring specials. It dipped to $485 in July and Aug, but now
street price is hovering at $509. HRO regular street price on it is $559, but a $50
coupon is offered now until 9/30.
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I had sold 2 other HTs in July to fund the FT3D preorder. However, while waiting
in July ran across a Ham needing to pay medical bills that had a 2-week-old one for
sale, with nifty manual for $417; all still new in the box. Later I sold a Motorola
DMR Mobile and Moto DMR HT to offset this purchase, and I enjoyed the
Kenwood while waiting on the FT3D.

Pictures from the Fox Hunt August 10th at Oak Openings Metropark
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From the 2 meter antenna build
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Receiving the Pakistani flag from our newest member Ali Imami

Courtesy N8ZAK
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Great Lakes Convention and Hamfest Committee Planning
Committee Meeting August 22, 2019

Courtesy AA8HS
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From the Ohio QSO party August 24, 2019
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Courtesy AA8HS
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Courtesy W8VHS

ARES Meeting St. Luke’s Hospital August 24, 2019
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Courtesy AA8HS

Does anyone recognize any of these people and the year?

This article was sent to me by Steve, W8TER for the benefit of all hams, thanks,
Steve! Ed.
VOICE COMMUNICATIONS -- ITU PHONETICS, WHY? -- by D. W. Thorne,
K6SOJ
The use of ITU phonetics in both tactical and formal message (record) traffic
handling is essential for accurate and efficient communications. (I use them on a
daily basis just to keep in practice.) It is my experience that some hams simply
haven’t ever researched “the why”. Others just haven’t ever taken the time to learn
them.
From the earliest days of radiotelephone communications, several different
“official” phonetic alphabets have been used. During WW II the British used one
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version, while the U.S. had another. Others forces had yet even different phonetic
alphabets.
In 1947 the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), adopted rules and
procedures that standardized phonetics. The reason? TO SAVE LIVES. There are
documented incidents where aircraft (and lives) have been lost as a result of phone
traffic being misunderstood or unreadable as a result of non-standard phonetics and
thereby miss-communication between pilots (usually by those whose primary
language was not English) and ground control stations.
In 1956 the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) adopted the ICAO
phonetic alphabet. Today it is THE worldwide standard for military, naval, civilian
aeronautical and maritime, search and rescue groups, public safety, (law
enforcement being an exception); and...the A.R.R.L.
Below are a few reasons that the ITU Phonetic alphabet is used by proficient
EMCOMM and NTS radiotelephone operators:
1. It is the INTERNATIONAL standard. Operators for whom English is not
their primary language can clearly spell out a word that is difficult to copy. Use of
standard ITU phonetics is crucial under conditions of weak or poor propagation or
interference. I know personally, of an incident, where EMERGENCY traffic
(reporting a traffic accident), originated by an operator with a heavy foreign accent
operator (who was visiting in the U.S.), calling for assistance on 2 meters FM was
bungled, because the responding ham did not understand ITU phonetics.
2. In handling RADIOGRAMS, or other traffic, a skilled operator that is familiar
with ITU phonetics will automatically recognize that a phonetic is NOT part of the
text of the message. If non-standard phonetics are used, it may confuse the
receiving operator and delay the traffic.
3.

It sounds ”professional” and is efficient.

ITU phonetics with the correct pronunciation:
A -- Alfa
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“AL-FAH”
B -- Bravo
“BRAH-VOH”
C -- Charlie
“CHAR-LEE” or “SHAR-LEE”
D -- Delta
“DELL-TAH”
E -- Echo
“ECK-OH”
F -- Foxtrot
“FOKS-TROT”
G -- Golf
“GOLF”
H -- Hotel
“HOH-TELL”
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I -- India
“IN-DEE-AH”
J -- Juliet
“JEW-LEE-ETT”
K -- Kilo
“KEE-LOH”
L -- Lima
“LEE-MAH”
M -- Mike
“MIKE”
N -- November
“NO-VEM-BER”
O -- Oscar
“OSS-CAH”
P -- Papa
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“PAH-PAH”
Q -- Quebec
“KEH-BECK”
R -- Romeo
“ROW-ME-OH”
S -- Sierra
“SEE-AIR-RAH”
T -- Tango
“TANG-GO”
U -- Uniform
“YOU-NEE-FORM” or “OO-NEE-FORM”
V -- Victor
“VIK-TAH”
W -- Whiskey
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“WISS-KEY”
X -- X-ray
“ECKS-RAY”
Y -- Yankee
“YANG-KEY”
Z -- Zulu
“ZOO-LOO”

Numbers pronunciation:
0 - “ZEE-RO”
1 - “WUN”
2 - “TOO”
3 - “TH-UH-REE” or “TREE”
4 - “FOW-ER”
5 - “FI-IV” or “FIFE”
6 - “SIX”
7 - “SEV-EN”
8 - “ATE” or “A-IT”
9 - “NIN-ER”
DECIMAL = “DAY-SEE-MAL”
ANOMALIES and IDIOSYNCRASIES:
1 - To distinguish “Z” from “C” on phone, it is common practice to say “zed” (an
old British phonetic) for “Z”, especially when saying a call sign. “Zed” is shorter
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(one syllable vs. two for “zulu”.) However, in formal traffic, the ITU: “ZULU” is
more correct and proper.
2 - “ROGER” (an early phonetic) is still used for “received” (equivalent of sending
“R” in Morse) - It does NOT mean “yes” or “affirmative”. It only means: “I have
received your message completely.”

Digital Public Safety Systems and Choosing the Best
Scanner to Hear Them: Part 4
By Bruce, AA8HS, Editor
This article is part of a series that may be of interest to amateurs although the
frequencies used by scanners may not include those that we can use.
The True I/Q Scanner- A phrase used by Uniden to promote their SDS-100 and
SDS-200 scanners.
A pair of periodic signals are said to be in “quadrature” when they differ in phase by 90
degrees. The “in-phase” or reference signal is referred to as “I,” and the signal that is
shifted by 90 degrees (the signal in quadrature) is called “Q.” This is important because
the new Uniden scanners, the SDS-100 and SDS-200, are advertised as “true” I/Q
scanners. By varying the amplitude of these two signals, modulations such as AM, FM,
SSB, FSK, and Quadrature Phase Shift Keying (QPSK) can be created. The Motorola
P25 system with multiple towers uses a form of QPSK with Linear Simulcast
Modulation (LSM). Single tower systems such as MARCS or the single tower in
Wauseon use 4FSK with specific defined frequency shifts.
But I/Q and QPSK are nothing new and QPSK has been used in satellite
communications for a long time. QPSK is even included in the suite of modes in Fldigi
software. Certainly, Whistler is also capable of decoding QPSK. The major issue for
scanner users is the problem of multipath when more than one tower’s transmissions
are being received simultaneously. (1) This is the way the system is designed so that
an officer’s communication can move from tower to tower on the same frequency. LSM
requires tight synchronization so that the towers all “fire” at the same time. If signals
are received from two or more towers out of phase, the Motorola professional radios
such as the XTS1500, 2500, and 5000s can deal with the phase problem and produce
a very clean signal. Sometimes Whistlers can, too, but garbled transmissions are often
the result. This is a more serious problem when moving in a car or when walking. For
home use with Whistlers, the multipath issue can often be solved with some creativity:
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using a multiband mag mount and moving it around a room, or using a paper clip as an
antenna. If you receive only one tower, multipath should not be a problem.
In my and others’ testing, (2) using both Whistler WS-1088 and SDS-100 portable
scanners in the car and while stationery, the Whistler would often break up while only
dropouts of a fraction of a second are heard in the Uniden, if at all. But what is the
magic that Uniden has accomplished in this scanner? The Uniden is also more
sensitive than the Whistler in my testing: while transmissions from the Michigan P25
Statewide systems are garbled in the QTH with the Whistler TRX-2, they are clear in
the Uniden. Both Whistler and Uniden keep their secrets regarding the design of their
scanners but the Uniden is described a software defined radio (SDR). SDR can mean
a lot of things but in Uniden’s case, it means that the incoming signals are digitally
sampled at a very high rate so that the two microprocessors within the scanner can
manipulate the digital data in various ways. The Whistler uses a triple conversion
receiver with a phase locked loop but there is no mention of it being an SDR (3). I
believe that the improved sensitivity and lack of multipath interference in the Unidens is
because of the digital sampling and processing.
Other comparisons
The display screen size of the SDS-100 is about 50 % longer and only slightly
narrower than the TRX-1. The SDS-200 screen size is 3.5 inches wide while the
Whistler TRX-2 is about 1.5 inches. The Whistler screen is a dark grey on a clear
background while the Uniden is multicolored and highly customizable. Both scanner
types allow you to choose the amount and kind of detail to display. Both will display
talkgroups and frequencies on the fly. Both contain SD cards and will allow you to
record transmissions on them. Some people on the Facebook groups for both Unidens
and Whistlers have complained that these scanners lack sensitivity on analog and that
ham portables do a better job in the 150-170 Mhz and 450-512 Mhz regions. I would
tend to agree because ham receivers cover limited portions of the spectrum just as
Motorola professional radios are single band radios.
DMR stations are usually single site so there is no multipath issue. DMR decoding in
both the Whistler and Unidens is excellent until you get to the threshold region where
both start to drop out.
Price Differences
On the other hand, if your interest includes DMR (Digital Motorola TRBO) or other
digital modes such as NXDN, these upgrades are free with Whistler scanners. Not only
is there a significant difference in price between Whistler and Uniden scanners, but
Uniden charges up to $80 for each upgrade. That can put you in the near $900 region
for a Uniden SDS-200 with upgrades and antenna. A Whistler TRX-1 costs about $450
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street price and the non-upgradable WS-1040 P 25 scanner costs less than $250 but
requires Win500 software ($50), ARC500, or PSREdit although a free trial is available.
The equivalent base scanner is the WS-1065 and also needs software not provided by
Whistler. You also need a minimal ($15) subscription to RadioReference to download
their database. Whistler offers frequent refurbished and limited time sales which may
offer up to a 25 per cent discount. You will probably need to purchase these products
from companies on the Internet.
The full specifications for the Whistler TRX-1 and TRX-2 and the Uniden SDS-100 and
SDS-200 are here:
https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/TRX-1
https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/TRX-2
https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/SDS100
https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/SDS200

Next month, we will talk about the Unifications scanners and using ham radio DMR
radios for scanning commercial and public safety sites.

References:

1. https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/Simulcast_Distortion
2. Uniden SDS200, All-Mode Scanner”, The Spectrum Monitor, April 2019.
3. https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/TRX-2
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_7d-m1ehoY
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TRX-2
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Dales Tales
Dale's Tales for September
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for September, 2019.

At several recent hamfests, I have had the opportunity to seriously discuss the status
of our Great Lakes Division radio clubs with some of their members. The range of
comments was extraordinary, from "very healthy and growing" to "desperate and
dying". The latter of course was very disappointing news. Why the differences?
We did discuss them and also talked about what possible changes had affected the
dying clubs.
[This is where this message gets tenuous.] The members' comments seemed often
to relate to the effectiveness of the current slate of officers and/or their immediate
predecessors. This is of course reported from the members' personal perspective
and may have no basis in fact.
However, for most of us, perception is pretty close to reality, so the comments
included items such as these: Some leaders had grown weary of the job and could
not recruit replacements, others seemed unaware of their plight, others seemed to
have no plans for the club while other leaders pointed their fingers at the "other
guy" being at fault, not facing the reality of their own situation.
In the meantime, the really successful clubs are reported to have truly active and
involved leadership, programs at their meetings, guest speakers, club projects,
special interest groups, active local nets, club field activities, club parties, and
importantly a PLAN to make themselves a success.
Perhaps it is time for the less than successful clubs to take a self-examination and
ask themselves "Where do we want to go and how do we want to get there?"
Frankly folks, if your club Board of Directors does not occasionally meet and plan
for the club's future, you may want to consider urging them to move in that
direction. Strong words I am sure, but today, one has a choice to do the things
necessary to succeed, adapt to change, and CREATE excitement and growth, or
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face the unfortunate alternative: a slow and certain demise. From some of the
members from those clubs on that slippery slope, I have heard the stories of "power
struggles", "club empires" "entrenched officers" and a host of other reasons alleging
change is not possible. Really?
Club members need to stand up and take action. Don't allow a continuing stagnant
condition to exist in your club, empower yourselves to make change. Set some
goals to make your club the success it needs to be. It only takes two or three to
create a "wake up call" and encourage the needed changes. Plans and goals are
critical to a club's future, have at it!
To those clubs on the successful part: congratulations! Keep it rolling! To those
ready to make the paradigm shift to a new adventure, best wishes for your renewed
success.

TOM'S Comments from your ARRL Vice Director Tom W8WTD.
Of the many ways that ham radio has changed over the years, one of them has to be
in the operating habits of many of us. It used to be that you could find contacts on
the HF bands easily, whenever they were open. (As an operator who prefers SSB, I
wish we were at a different point in the sunspot cycle. Oh well....) Of course, there
are still some contacts to be made. But not as easily. Maybe our schedules provide
us with so many more things to do that we allocate less time to radio.
So “events” become more important. Probably the biggest event to bring out lots of
activity of HF was the National Parks on the Air several years ago. It was the right
combination of contesting, contacting, portable operating, etc., to really make a hit
with hams and get a lot of radio waves stirred up.
There are still lots of operating events to take advantage of. For example, the state
QSO parties usually do well for participation. So if you’re looking for an “event,”
you can probably find something to operate in most weekends.
A short-term “event” sponsored by ARRL is coming up right now. The Hiram
Percy Maxim Birthday Celebration starts on August 31st and runs through
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September 8th. Full details are on the ARRL website or in the September issue of
QST.
Some of us need an “excuse” to get on the air, or at least an assurance that we’ll
find stations to work. This is a good one. Hope we take advantage of it.
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from some of the
recent events in the Division, useful links and information as well as some neat
photos supplied from around the Division. Check it out: http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
Be sure to check your ARRL Section's news pages for the latest local happenings,
club and net information.
HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned
Hamfest Schedule covering the next few months. These swaps have received their
sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this publication.
If you plan to request ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, please be sure to do it well in
advance of your Hamfest date, as this allows adequate time for
QST Listings. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your
date is set. Plan ahead and request your ARRL Officials to attend.
With 52 weeks and 70+ hamfests in the Great Lakes Division, things do double up a
little and we need to share duties.
9/7/19
9/7/19
9/7/19
9/8/19
9/14/19
9/15/19
9/21/19
9/21/19
9/22/19
9/22/19
9/28/19

GRAHamfest
CMARC Hamfest
Greater Louisville
Findlay Hamfest
Central Kentucky
Adrian Hamfest
GMARC Trunk Swap
OHKYIN ARS Hamfest
Cleveland Hamfest
Flying Beers Int'l
Paintsville Hamfest
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Wyoming, MI
Okemos, MI
Shepherdsville, KY
Findlay, OH
Richmond, KY
Adrian, MI
Shelby Twp, MI
Cincinnati, OH
Berea, OH
Ferndale, MI
Paintsville, KY

10/5/19
Alpena Swap
Alpena, MI
10/5/19
Scioto Valley
Chillicothe, OH
10/12/19
Northwest Ohio ARC
Lima, OH
10/19/19
Muskegon Color Tour
Muskegon, MI
10/20/19
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo, MI
10/26/19 Hazard Hamfest
Hazard, KY
73, Were you on the air today??? Ham it up!
Dale Williams WA8EFK
Director
Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net. The Monday night 6
meter Net is at 9 PM on the TMRA 6 meter repeater.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
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•
•
•

TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase. Instead of typing in the URL
www.amazon.con, you must use smile.amazon.com.
The next meeting of the Great Lakes Convention and Planning Committee will be October 2nd. Contact
KV8P for more information.

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: AA8HS@ arrl.net or writing to:
Bruce, AA8HS
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#322
Editor: Bruce AA8HS
E-mail: AA8HS@arrl.net
Assistant Editor: Mike, WB8TNF
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