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News from the President – August 2020
Hi everyone. Was anyone else hoping we'd be getting things back to normal? I
was. However, as we head into August we see the Covid-19 cases going up and
restrictions tightening. So, we do have some concerns that it could be some time
before we get back together soon.
2020/2021 Elections Discussion: It appears that it could be some time before we
are able to meet in person again. It is looking that way. Therefore, we'll soon be
making some decisions as to how we proceed with 2020/2021 elections, which we
previously put off until September. There have been some discussions starting
about ways to provide our membership a method of voting/electing officers for the
year. We are currently researching what other remote operating companies and
teams do to accomplish secure and transparent elections. Watch for updates. It
won't be perfect, but we want to do our best to follow-through in a way that is as
close to a standard election as possible.
OUTDOOR VE TEST SESSION (August 8th): Lusher Park in Haskins (right
across the maumee river from Wiaterville State Route 64). Registration at
8:30am, testing starts at 9am. Folks will need to pre-register with Mike W8MAL
419-707-7116 or W8MAL@arrl.net Big thanks to Mike for organizing this and to
the VEs that are offering to help out!
GENERAL MEETING NET (7PM) ON 147.870+ REPEATER: Our next
general meeting will again likely be remote on the repeater. Also, there WILL
NOT be a presentation prior to the meeting in July, so we'll start with the 7pm
net/meeting. Incidentally, we posted a video of Scott Yonally's presentation from
the June meeting on our TMRA Facebook Group if you'd like to check it out. Stay
tuned for updates for the July meeting.
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FOXHUNT Update from JULY 15TH: Congrats to Vern (W8VHS) for being
first in during the July Transmitter hunt with a very impressive time! More info
later in this newsletter.
EVENTS CALENDAR REMINDER: I don't have any updates on the August
22nd, 2020 Ohio QSO Party quite yet. We'll try and get information out as soon as
we have it. As of this moment, I'm not sure we have a viable/guaranteed location
for it yet. Stay tuned.
Until next month.
73,
Rob (KV8P)

Congrats to Vern Snow (W8VHS) for being the first to find the hidden transmitter
at our July 15th transmitter hunt! Vern found the fox very quickly. The hunt
started from the Old Andersons building parking lot at the NW corner of Talmadge
and Monroe and the transmitter was located at the Irwin Prairie State Nature
Preserve. Good work Vern!
Also, a very cool showing by Tony (N8WAC) and Dan (KE8UE) who both used
their home stations to obtain vectors and exactly pinpoint the transmitter without
ever leaving their easy chairs from home. Very cool guys!
Fun evening. Rob - KV8P

New 900 Mhz Repeater Net
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A group of local hams have been meeting on Saturday nights on the
TMRA 900 Mhz repeater 927.025- (131.8PL) starting at 9 PM. You are
welcome to join in the conversation.
An informal simplex net also takes place on Friday nights on 144.22 Mhz
USB at 8 pm.

ARES News
From Tim, KD8IZU
boxcar@toast.net.

August 7 Lucas County Siren Test at noon. The net
will start at 11:45 with text alert reminder going out
one hour before. Any amateur radio operator can
participate.
August 15 Lucas County ARES Simplex Contest - open to any Amateur
Radio Operator in the area. See the Lucas County ARES Website, IO
Group, or Connect for the rules.
Please participate in the other nets that are out there if you can and please
enter your hours into Connect. When you enter your hours into Connect that
demonstrates to the FCC and other government officials that we are out
here using our air ways effectively and for public service and want to keep
them. If there is an event not listed on Connect please contact Tim KD8IZU
or Ron N8APZ .
August 15 ARES will sponsor a 2 meter simplex contest. From 10 a.m. to 4
P.M. FM only
Rules are as follows;
1) Maximum wattage is 50 watts
2) Each Call Sign is one contact, this keeps two operators from just going
through the simplex frequencies contacting each other.
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3) Each contact equals one one point, Lucas County Emergency
Operations Center (aka Trailer) equals five points, and any out of state
contacts other than Michigan equals ten points.
4) You have to give your approximate location-- where you your station was
set up . (Example: Airport and South)
5) We would like to know what type of antenna you use. Example: Dipole,
Beam, Vertical, or maybe a mag mount.
6) Email your results to Tim KD8IZU by August 29 th, the winner will be
announced at the September ARES Meeting.

TMRA August VE Session
The TMRA is pleased to announce an in person V.E. session on Aug 8th
2020 at Lusher Park in Haskins Ohio. Registration will be at 08:30
testing starts at 09:00
Candidates must pre-register by August 6th 2020.
A standard fee of $15 is required and correct change (Cash only please) as
well as a photo copy of any current CSCEs or licenses, and a current photo
ID will be required.
COVID 19 Protocol Notice
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New for this test session all applicants must bring a blue or black ink pen,
due to Covid 19 Pens will not be provided. Face Masks or Coverings will
be required. Due to Governor. Dewine’s limits on group size, Walk-ins will
not be welcome for this Test Session.
Contact Mike/W8MAL for any questions, more info or to reserve a space in
this Session.
Mike’s Contact info is listed below
Mike/W8MAL
419-707-7116 or w8mal@arrl.net

The Year of the Covid19 Virus ARRL Field day June 27 & 28, 2020 W8HHF 1D OH
Unable to gather together at Wolcott Museum complex for our usual Field
Day experience with several radio stations, lots of food, radio talk, and
fellowship, I decided to go with ARRL’s alternate plan of operating from
home category 1D OH. I wanted to deliver the best Field Day (FD) I could to
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my neighbor. a new ham, and recently passed Extra, Rob K8RDH. We
decided to operate FD out of my detached garage in my back yard. We could
be socially distanced while having the fun of operating our go kit radios using
portable antennas and not being in our home radio shacks. To me, what makes
FD fun is operating portable radios, being able to have the time to talk with
everyone, setting up portable antennas, trying something new, and seeing if
you can operate and fix any problems. A few laughs and smiles while you are
doing all of this for 24 hours is an absolute must. We also must eat an
excellent lunch, dinner, and breakfast or it would not be FD. It would be hot
outside so personal safety and lots of ice and water was required. Rob is
operating CW at 20-25 wpm and his personal challenge was to only use CW
on FD. I wanted to use FT8 primarily, but to also use 2 meter FM and SSB if
any stations of opportunity arose. I had a new never used Crank SteppIR and
we would set it up and operate on any of its bands, but mainly 20m and 40m.
For 2m contacts we had a 2m Cube Antenna up 8 feet on an army pole tripod
and mast. Darin KD8WBZ had alredy given us a class on the Crank SteppIR
on the week before. The three of us set up the antenna with Darin’s leadership
and we tuned the radials setting the heat shrink markers for all of the bands,
2m to 80m. Rob and I learned a lot from Darin and felt confident to set up and
operate the antenna for the weekend. Darin said he would be over after the
TMRA Crank SteppIR set up on Saturday and would bring his drone for a
demo and pictures of our FD site.

Saturday morning Rob and I opened the garage set up our tables and radios
and put up the 2m cube and the Crank SteppIR . We were ready to go at 1400
EST and called 146.580 to talk with the Wolcott House and let everyone
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know that we were on the air. The first contacts were KE8UE and KD8WBZ
and later W8TER as W8HHF. I worked them on my Icom 7200 and Rob
wanted to try his HT. On the ground . it was not so good, but sitting up on my
tractor mower he made “Tractor Mobile” simplex contacts with no problem!
We started the day off with a good laugh and the lucky contacts that he made
will be receiving his limited edition “Tractor Mobile” FD QSO card.

We operated on 20m and 40m for a while and Darin stopped over and gave us
a demo of his drone and took some pictures. Darin then taught me some FT4
on 15m and took a spin on my KX3 with FT8 on 15m. Village Idiot Pizza for
lunch, more operating, and burgers on the grill for dinner was provided by our
wives Candy and Alyssa. We operated until 2122 when thunderstorm lighting
came up and we quickly took down our antennas and called it a day.
Sunday, we put the antennas back up and Rob hit 20m CW till 1205 and I
took over with 40m FT8 until the cutoff time of 1400. For Rob’s 1st FD he
earned TMRA 330 points and is looking forward to next year.
K8RDH log totals are listed below:
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For me, a new learning experience was using N3FJP’s FD logging program so
that I could submit my logs to ARRL for TMRA to get credit. Here are totals
for KD8EVN:
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Rob and I each earned 50 bonus points for reporting our logs to ARRL by
submitting them via the web. So, our total points reported for TMRA was 668
points. Darin KD8WBZ added a huge 646 from his 1D OH station for a grand
total of 1314 FD points for W8HHF from the three of us.
We had a great Covid 19 FD by operating portable radios, and
experiencing a different type of FD through the questions of a new ham,
setting up portable antennas, trying something new, learning new things with
lots of laughs and smiles while we completed our contacts.
As Rob said; “A fun weekend. Looking forward to next year, when we
can hopefully do the big club operation again.”
73, Dave Shugar KD8EVN
“Earning a license is not the end of the road.
It’s just the beginning.
The measure of the ham is what one does with the license, be it Novice or Extra.”
David Sumner K1ZZ
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Here is a contribution from Steve W8TER and
thanks!
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At Your Service!
We‟re on the Web – Visit www.fcc.gov/PSHS
Federal Communications Commission
EMCOMM
Amateur Radio’s Highest Calling
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The FCC especially appreciates those FCC Amateur Radio Licensees who provide
volunteer emergency radio communications to the governments and residents of
State and local governments and Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters
(VOADs).

Tip: Ensure you have a minimal “Go Kit”

in your car for emergencies.

This topic is the subject of whole articles. However, as a minimum, you should
carry the following items in your vehicle besides your mobile rig:





2-meter hand held
Earphone / headphones
Paper and pencil
Appropriate clothing
Spare fuses
Food/snacks and water
First Aid Kit
Electrical and duct tape Flashlight
Cheap Volt-Ohm-Meter Extra batteries (alkaline battery holder is a plus)
 Copy of FCC license and County-issued ID for access to the EOC

Next Step: Join your local
Emergency Communications Team!
For More Information:
Curt “Bart” Bartholomew, N3GQ
Senior Emergency Manager
Public Safety & Homeland Security Bureau Public Communications & Operations
Division
Phone: 202.418.1624
Curt.Bartholomew@FCC.Gov
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Ten Tips to Make You a Better Communicator!
Ensure your transceiver is working.
Ensure your microphone is located where it won’t be keyed accidentally.
Ensure you are tuned to the proper frequency.
Don’t “ker-chunk” the repeater.
(PL tone) without the manual.

Ensure you know how to set the CTCSS

Pause a second before speaking.
Communicate Clearly.

Adjust for background noise and interference.

Use Plain Language.
Ensure you have a minimal “Go-Kit” in your car for emergencies.

Dayton Hamvention 2009
Ten Tips to Make You a Better Commun icator
by N3GQ
It’s Polite Conversation. The first thing that comes to mind, is that good radio
procedure is merely polite conversation in a normal situation. However, when we
find ourselves operating in an emergency radio situation, it is absolutely required.
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On further reflection, one might note that these practices apply to everyone who
speaks into a microphone.
Ensure your transceiver is working. Have you ever gone somewhere in a
hurry and noted when you arrived that your rig wasn‟t working? Forget to recharge
those batteries? Forget a connecting cable? Loose connections? No spare fuse on
hand?
Ensure your mike is located where it won’t be keyed accidentally. You‟ve
heard of “hot mikes” or “open mikes.” This can be caused by the mike resting in a
location that allows it to easily key itself. Some people have even been known to be
sitting on their mike! Use a mike hook and keep everyone happy.
Ensure you are tuned to the proper frequency. Have you ever keyed the mike
and no one answered? Keyed it again and the repeater courtesy tone did not sound?
Maybe you nudged the memory switch or the tuning knob. Don‟t forget to monitor
your local emergency radio net frequency if you suspect an emergency is in
progress.
Adjust for background noise and interference. If you are a police officer
running “code,” you may not realize how hard it is for dispatch to hear you over
your siren. And you frankly may not care much because you have to pay attention
to driving to get somewhere fast. So we can excuse you. However, have you ever
listened to someone on the repeater who had his radio, iPod, MP3, or CD player
turned up, was talking from the highway in a convertible, or just had his windows
rolled down? The wind howling down his mike usually won. Or maybe you have
to talk near loud conversations, generators, announcements, helicopters, or loud
machinery.
The solution? Cup your hands around the mike.
You already know that most mikes work best when your mouth is a couple of
inches away from its front grill and that talking at it from its side rather than headon works better. If you get any closer to the mike, you will only sound like a bad
sixties Rock „n Roll singer.
Communicate Clearly. Before transmitting, ask if the frequency is in use.
There may be a pause in communications there during an ongoing net operation.
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Always make it clear who you are and who you are talking to.
State the name or call sign of the station you are calling followed by your name or
call sign. For example, "KI4SLQ this is KI4VLR."
In a formal communications situation, you would be calling a Net Control Station.
Once you have called the Net Control Station, you will then be told to proceed or to
stand by.
Ask permission of the Net Control Station before you contact any other station on
that frequency. For example, “Net Control this is K3KAT. Request informal with
N3GQ.”
A good Net Control Station will then direct stations requiring direct communication
off the main frequency to a named, pre-arranged tactical net. For example, “K3EP
call KJ4CCU on Tactical One,” requiring the two stations to shift to a secondary
tactical frequency labeled Tactical One.
During events such as Bike-a-Thons, marathons, and parades, tactical call signs are
often more useful than regular call signs. “Milemarker One” and “Water Point
One” are more descriptive in these situations. Remember that all stations must still
ID with their FCC call signs every 10 minutes. The repeater‟s call sign and
group‟s name are normally used by the Net Control Station when used in this
manner. For example, “This is Net Control station WW4VA for the Stafford
County Amateur Radio Association operating in support of the Parkridge
Elementary 5K Run.”
Pause a second before speaking. After keying the mike, allow the repeater
relays to do their thing before you speak into the mike. Otherwise, your first words
will be clipped off.
Ensure you know how to set the CTCSS (PL tone) without the manual. Have
you ever tried to access an unfamiliar repeater and didn‟t know how to change the
CTCSS tone on your rig? How many menu items did you have to go through to
find the right commands?
Don’t “ker-chunk” the repeater. Not only is it illegal to key a transceiver‟s
mike without identifying yourself, it is annoying to everyone who is monitoring the
frequency.
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Use Plain Language. It is especially important to use clear communications
during emergencies. Speak slowly and clearly. Like your English teacher used to
say, “Enunciate and articulate.” Think before you talk.
Keep your transmissions brief.
Pause every 30 seconds during lengthy transmissions – this allows the receiving
station to catch up while writing it all down – and allows other stations with priority
traffic to break in.
USE PLAIN ENGLISH. Don‟t use slang, jargon, or acronyms that could confuse
others listening.
When transmitting numbers, fourteen can sound like forty, fifteen like fifty, etc.
Say the number in two different ways, such as, “There are forty – four zero – cars in
the pileup.” When the noise level is high, count up to the number, such as, “There
are four – one, two, three, four injured persons on scene.”
Say “Affirmative” and “Negative” instead of “yes” and “no.” They are easier to
understand over the radio.
The ARRL communications procedures require the use of “Roger” to indicate a
transmission has been received correctly (2005 ARES Field Resources Manual, p.
61). Other acceptable words are “Understood” or “Acknowledged.” Some hams
use “QSL,” but this is considered as jargon in a formal net, as is the use of “QTH”
rather than “location.”
If you are in a busy net, say “Over” when you have finished what you are saying on
the air for that exchange. If no further communication is expected, conclude with
the word “Out.” Never say “Over and Out,” unless you are rehearsing for a part in
an old war movie.
Remember that there are many people listening to you when you use the local
repeater. Communicating in a professional manner speaks well for you and the
Amateur Radio Service you represent.
73
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The FCC has Repacked the TV Broadcast Spectrum
Bruce AA8HS, editor
This article may be of interest to hams because it demonstrates the FCC’s control
over the radio or TV spectrum. You might even learn something about propagation
and antennas. Do you remember the days when we had towers next to our houses
for TV antennas as well as ham radio? We often had rotors on them so that we
could aim the VHF/UHF antenna at the antenna farm in Oregon, Ohio or the one up
near Southfield, Michigan for the Detroit stations. Back in those days, a TV picture
that had a bit of “snow” or ghosting was still watchable and some of us even used
rabbit ears in our homes. I remember when TV sets didn’t include UHF tuners so
that when channels 24 (1.7 megawatts from Oregon) and 30 (300 watts, from the
school administration building on Manhattan) came on the air, a UHF
downconverter box, using a tunnel diode, was needed. There were also nights when
you could pick up a snowy station on every channel on the TV, thanks to
tropospheric ducting.
The Over the Air Situation
There are about 72 million people who still use over the air (OTA) television using
either indoor antennas which are often subject to multipath interference, or the
preferred outdoor antennas that attach to the side of a house, or those that mount
atop a mast or tower. The higher the antenna, the better the reception. One of the
problems with OTA antennas is that they are usually not designed for VHF
channels 2-6 where noise is often a problem. Many people have cut the cable
because of the cost involved and are using OTA antennas. Because of the
compression techniques used by cable providers, you may get a clearer signal OTA.
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Many people receive their TV through DISH network or Direct TV as part of a
local package. A satellite provider may not include all of the standard definition
(SD)channels. For example, WTVG 13 has one high definition channel and six
Standard Definition channels.
The days of picking up distant TV stations are long gone. The UHF TV spectrum
formerly extended from channels 14 to 83 (470-884 Mhz) which is more than 400
Mhz of RF landscape. There were not that many UHF TV stations and most were
below channel 62 because the signal range suffered with increasing frequency.
Therefore, many years ago the FCC capped UHF TV at channel 59. This allowed
for public service providers such as MARCS, and cellular services to emerge on the
700 and 800 Mhz spectrum which had been vacated. For example, to accommodate
the spectrum changes, Bowling Green’s WBGU moved from channel 70 in 1966 to
57 and then to channel 27 in 1984.
But we are now in the realm of TV station “repacking” which is the term the FCC
uses for their completed mandates to push the TV broadcast use of the spectrum as
low in frequency as possible while still providing over the air (OTA) services to
communities. Some of the cellular bands are only 15 Mhz in width so the
temptation was clearly there to gobble up some of this TV spectrum for future
wireless use. The FCC makes no secret of the fact that all of this expense and
engineering work is being driven by auctioning off of the radio frequency spectrum
to wireless services. Overall, the spectrum auction ended March 30, 2017 and
produced $19.8 billion, most of which was used to compensate broadcasters for the
enormous costs of new transmitters and antennas. Some broadcasters took the
money and went silent. Others chose to share a channel with another broadcaster.
Some took the money and realized a profit by switching from one high power
station to a few low power stations while covering the same service area. Since
most people do not use OTA TV anyway, these low powered stations would be
carried by cable services or DISH or Direct TV and not really affect the bottom line
anyway.
There are several strategies as work here. One is that by requiring the majority of
broadcasters to use directional antennas which are not difficult to implement in the
UHF spectrum, channels can be reused within a reasonable distance of each other.
Another concept that the FCC likes to use is that of a “service area.” This is the idea
that a TV is only meant to serve a given territory so that DX’ing TV will be more
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difficult. Some hams report watching Detroit, Cleveland and Ontario stations
although Lucas County is not the intended target. N8UAS reports picking up
stations from Cleveland and Mansfield, Ohio from Lambertville, Michigan.
Since practically all TV is digital, using the ATSC system, power levels are always
a fraction of previous analog levels. This is because digital broadcasting is much
more efficient and uses forward error correction. The FCC gives broadcasters the
power that they need although this power can be increased upon appeal. For
example, WNWO as an analog station, had about 1.7 megawatts of power. Before
the directional antenna was placed, the digital power was 118 Kilowatts but they
had been moved to UHF channel 49. Now, under repacking, their signal is on
channel 23, directional with an ERP of 275 Kilowatts, a one percent downtilt and an
elliptical horizontal pattern from its transmitter in Oregon, Ohio as shown below:

Viewers in Sandusky and Fremont may not be able to receive the signal OTA.
Even a low power station like WMNT 48 with only 15 kW has a contour in the
horizontal plane like this:
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The center of the pattern is its transmitter at one Seagate.
This site:
https://www.fcc.gov/media/television/tv-query
gives up to date signal contours as does www.fccinfo.com
When your flat screen TV or tuner scans, it scans for channels throughout the VHF
and UHF TV bands. When it finds a digital channel, it reads data from the digital
signal that gives the virtual channel, the channel displayed on the screen and
remembered by the tuner. So WNWO is always virtual channel 24 regardless of the
actual or RF channel to which it has been assigned. Because of all of the changes,
TV viewers need to be reminded to rescan their tuners to find any relocated stations
or new standard definition channels.
To demonstrate how repacking allows a smaller portion of the spectrum to be used,
consider this:
Toledo Stations
WNWO 24
WLMB 40
WGTE 30
WTVG 13
WMNT 48
WTOL 11
WBGU 27
WUPW 36

RF channel
23
5
29
13
36
11
22
26

directional
yes
yes
no
no
yes
no
no
yes
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WDTJ 68
Detroit Area
WKBD 50
WXYZ 7
WJBK 2
WWJ 62
WDWO 18
WTVS 56
CICO 32
CBET 9

18

yes

34
25
7
21
22
20
19
9

yes
yes
yes
no
yes (to protect WBGU)
no
no
yes

In the past, using adjacent channels in the same market would be impossible
because of interference. But, with digital channels, there seems to be no hesitation
to do this. The FCC has now made the claim that the 600 Mhz range has been
cleared and there will no longer be channels above 37. I just saw Sprint advertising
that its 5G network will use the 600 Mhz region; T-Mobile/Sprint bid $8 billion for
this spectrum space.
Engineering challenges
The changes mandated by the FCC stressed the broadcast industry because
thousands of stations were demanding the services of a limited number of
engineering firms that could provide the antennas and transmitters for the new
channels. Many TV stations had low powered translators to cover outlying areas
and relied on them to provide TV coverage while the new equipment was installed.
Other used rental trailers containing transmitters.
Switching out antennas can be difficult and dangerous. TV broadcast antennas can
weigh several tons. Installing them can involve helicopters (at $10,000 per hour),
cranes, and tower climbers. Guy wires may need to be added. One supervisor was
killed when a tower collapsed on him.
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Here is a summary of the repack and its effects on the RF spectrum:

Even Canadian stations were affected.

Broadcast Antennas
Hams may not familiar with some of these designs. Usually, horizontal polarization
is used although a minor vertical component can be added to the design. Stacked
elements is the usual practice to achieve gain.
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One segment of a low power (15 kWatt) UHF corner reflector antenna for
directional signal contouring.

Low power VHF antenna.
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UHF panel antenna.

A slot antenna consists of a metallic surface, usually a flat plate or cylinder, with
one or more holes or slots cut out. The slots are on the other side of this one. Slot
array antennas are used from 300 Mhz to 24 Ghz. They can have very high gains
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and are either horizontally or vertical polarized. They are
used not only in UHF TV broadcast but in radar and in ham
radio. In the radar world, the antenna can consist of slots in
a waveguide. They are common in UHF TV broadcast.
This one has corner reflectors to provide directionality.
These can weigh 10,000 pounds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqbydW8L-O4
http://antennamanpa.com/index.html
http://www.antenna-theory.com/antennas/aperture/slot.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-wtfzyWQus
2.4 Ghz slot antenna
https://www.gatesair.com/documents/slides/2017-10seccia-tv-spectrum-repack-process-update-atsc-3.0.pdf
https://www.radioworld.com/trends-1/nab-at-odds-withbig-cell-carriers-over-repack-schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm0aZeA6gW8

Ham Radio Humor
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Well, I didn’t have the right
adapter.
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think it is time to find a bulk deal on mic hangers or get a bigger desk...
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Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for August, 2020.
In July of 2017 the ARRL Board of Directors instituted a program to honor ARRL Members who had reached
the age of 100 with 40 years of ARRL membership. It is called the "ARRL Centurion Award". We recently
had the privilege of honoring one of our own Great Lakes Division members who has achieved that
goal. Through the efforts of Glenn AF8C, we weremade aware that Norm Fleming W8PJ met those
qualifications. The ARRL Board commemorated Norm with a plaque on Tuesday July 28. Our goal was to
make an in-person presentation, but as we all know, many in-person visits are not possible. Courier delivery
did make it possible to get the award to him and we are pleased that Norm can now display his plaque for all to
see. Our heartiest congratulations go to Norm W8PJ on achieving this goal. Norm, by the way, just celebrated
his 103rd birthday, more reason for another celebration.
The ARRL Board met for their July meeting via Zoom as was recently reported in the ARRL Letter. That
meeting currently stands in recess and will resume soon to complete the remaining few agenda items including
the new ARRL CEO selection. This has been a long journey involving many well qualified candidates all
sincere in their desire to support ARRL and help it continue its leadership role in Amateur Radio.
In last month's Dale's Tales, I had also mentioned the search for a new Emergency Communications Director
for ARRL. That effort is bearing down on the finish line and we should see the results soon. The position of
Emergency Communications Director was created to provide a leadership position that would be allow us to
increase the emphasis on the Amateur radio Emergency Service (ARES), EMCOMM in general and the
important role Radio Amateurs offer in times of Disaster. The EMCOMM Director will be responsible for the
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relationships ARRL holds with served partner agencies nationally and the continuing goal of developing and
maintaining an effective ARES organization.

TOM'S TOME, Comments from your ARRL Vice Director Tom W8WTD.
There are only a few hamfests left for 2020 on the Division calendar.
Unfortunately, if they follow the current pattern, they may get cancelled as their dates get closer. We’re all
hoping for a better year in 2021.
Like club meetings, some things have moved on-line. DX Engineering held a hamfest a week ago, with
excellent presenters on a variety of topics. Not the same as being there, but worthwhile. And coming up in a
few weeks is a “virtual” hamfest titled: QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo. This one promises to be more than just
one long “zoom” session, so it may be worth checking into. You can find details on the ARRL website. If your
club hasn’t tried meeting over video, I suggest that you do.
There are many platforms out there, and Zoom is just one of them. The face-to-face contact can be helpful for
clubs as you try to maintain contact and make plans for whatever activities that you can still safely do.
There has been some uptick in actual radio contacts these past several months. Some repeaters have gotten
busier, and some not. In addition to increased interest from hams, there is still interest out there from non-hams
for getting licensed. Many clubs have postponed their class sessions, saying “check with us in the Fall.” Well,
the fall is getting close, and it may still be hard to hold in-person classes. How many clubs have experimented
with on-line sessions? Again, with the variety of video platforms, it’s a matter of trying something.
Educators from grade school through college have had to adapt. If your club has a plan, please share it with
others. How are we going to help new hams get into the hobby? Maybe you’ve got a good idea. Let’s hear
about it.
And that’s just part of the challenge. The other is testing. Besides new hams, some people are taking advantage
of having more time to study for upgrades. They will want to be tested so they can advance. In the warmer
weather, it’s possible to hold sessions outdoors, but soon it will be too cool or downright cold to be outdoors.
Some of the traditional venues may still not allow us inside for our usual testing sessions. I’d like to call your
attention to an article on the ARRL website about remote testing. Some hams are more technical than others.
Those who are up for the challenge might want to get in touch with the proper people and see what they can do
about innovating in the “remote testing” area. You can read the full article here:
http://www.arrl.org/news/remotely-administered-amateur-exam-systems-showing-promise
Finally, for those of us who are long-time hams, the Lifelong Learning program of the ARRL has announced
the ARRL Learning Network, beginning with a series of webinars starting in July and through August, with
more planned after that. Of note, two of the presenters are from the Great Lakes Division. By the time you
read this, Anthony, K8ZT, will have presented a webinar on FT4 and FT8. And coming up later in August,
Bob, WA6EZV, will talk about “The Sport of Finding Hidden Transmitters on Foot.” Of course, we’d like to
support our fellow hams from the Division, but all of the topics could be of interest, so be sure to check the list
on the ARRL website. http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-members-to-lead-new-30-minute-amateur-radio-webinarseries
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Stay safe, and get on the air!

--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division

HAMFESTING: If your swap is cancelled or the date is going to change, please notify ARRL HQ. We work
together with the HQ staff to verify all new date selections in the hope of mitigating date conflicts.
Here is the current listing of Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned hamfests remaining through the end of
2020. Please note that all are subject to change, so please stay current by checking the sponsoring club's web
page before making your travel arrangements. To date, we have had 33 Great Lakes Division hamfests that
have been canceled due to
Covid-19 and almost an equal number that did not even schedule their event because of venue restrictions and
government requirements.
Still on the calendar:
9/12/20 Grand Rapids GRAHamfest,

Wyoming, MI

10/10/20 Northwest Ohio ARC Hamfest,

Lima, OH

10/24/20 Hazard, KY

Hazard, KY

10/25/20 USECA

Madison Hts, MI

12/5/20 Fulton County Winterfest

Delta, OH

12/6/20 L'anse Creuse,

Madison Heights, MI

For the latest detail on cancelled hamfests, check the ARRL web page
at: http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:5/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
It should be noted that there has been a change in the way ARRL contributes to your ARRL sanctioned hamfest
efforts. Please carefully read the e-mail from ARRL Headquarters confirming your sanctioning as IT
CONTAINS IMPORTANT DETAILS REGARDING PRIZES. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon
as your date is set. With 52 weeks and normally about 70 hamfests in the Great Lakes Division, things do
require some advanced planning, especially under the current travel restrictions.
If you plan to request ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, please do so well in advance of your Hamfest date, as this
allows adequate time for QST Listings. QST requires a 3 month lead time.
73, All the best to you and your family. Stay safe.
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Ham it up!
Dale Williams WA8EFK - Director - Great Lakes Division wa8efk@arrl.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net. The Monday night 6
meter Net is at 9 PM on the TMRA 6 meter repeater.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase. Instead of typing in the URL
www.amazon.con, you must use smile.amazon.com.
There is a 900 Mhz net Saturday nights at 9 pm on the TMRA 900 Mhz repeater.
There is a simplex two meter net on 144.22 Mhz USB Friday nights at 8 pm.

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: AA8HS@ arrl.net or writing to:
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Bruce, AA8HS
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
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