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From the Prez, Steve W8TER
Field Day Report
With the rain coming on Friday it inhibited us from doing much in the way of setup for field day. Glenn and
Ron prepared us to setup on Saturday.
Starting slow and then out of nowhere we had more than enough operators to fill the spots.
Even though we operated into the night it would have been fun to continue all night. I myself cannot stay awake
that long.
I want to thank all for their participation in field day. It is a good practice for emergency communications.
Fortunately most operators at the TMRA site are very familiar with emergency communications and had much
success in making contacts and overcoming radio and antenna issues.
In the upcoming General meeting in July we are presenting the budget to the membership for approval. Please
make a note of it.
As we get going into the month of July I want to remind you that your membership ends on June 30th. Be sure
to access our web page www.tmrahamradio.org and renew your membership using PayPal.
Our 2 meter repeater has been severely damaged and became a boat anchor and was no longer of use for
communications.
I must say that the improvements to the 440 repeater has carried us far during this period of having the 2 meter
off of the air. The 440 sounds great and has good coverage.
I want to acknowledge Rob KV8P for having the insight and for overseeing the installation of the new 2 meter,
440, and 220 antennas. They have greatly increased our coverage. Remember, the antenna is only half of the
radio.
Please consider volunteering for ARES and RACES when called upon.
I want to thank all of the tech committee members who provided ideas and insight into the repair and
replacement of the 2 meter and 440 repeaters. Your team efforts have provided a path to repair and operation.
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73,
Steve/W8TER

TMRA MEMBERSHIP
If you have not already renewed, TMRA memberships for the current year
have already expired on June 30th! As of July 1, we have 71 members which
means that about half of our members have not renewed. Becoming a member
of TMRA shows your support for the club and is now the only source of
income for the club. For certain club activities, membership is required for
insurance coverage. The fastest, easier way to renew is through Paypal at
www.tmrahamradio.org/store
You can charge a one time payment with a credit card for a very small fee if
you do not already have a Paypal account.

.
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IZU
boxcar@toast.net.

Please always keep in touch through ARES in Brief
Net on Sunday Nights at 7:30 or the ARES IO Group.
If you have questions, you can contact Tim KD8IZU

There is an app on the IO Group to renew your Lucas County ARES
Membership, this app will also allow you to sign you up for ARES alerts and
get info to get state ID when there is an emergency deployment. Please fill it
out so we can keep our records up to date if you are a Lucas County ARES
Member.
If you go to the Ohio Section newsletter at ARRL-Ohio.org under Skywarn
there are several sites listed for Skywarn Spotter Training.
The Lucas County Siren Net is always the first Friday of the month, we run a
net on the 147.270 repeater starting around 11:45 a.m. with the sirens going
off at noon.
The Lucas County ARES Meeting is held on the fourth Saturday of month.
The ARES in Brief Net is ran on Sunday nights at 7:30 P.M. on the 146.940
repeater and on the fourth Sunday of the month 147.270 repeater. This Net
is where ARES puts out their announcements and your chance to enter your
voice.
KD8IZU has issue a fund raising challenge, "Donate your spare change to
LCARES". Contact Tim KD8IZU for details.

Museum Ships Weekend 2021
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Darin KD8WBZ
At the start of the year, we had no clue if the Museum Ships on the Air event was going to take place. As time
went on and vaccines were rolling out, we became more confident that we would be on the air once more on the
James M. Schoonmaker ship. June 5th & 6th was a sunny hot weekend, but a nice breeze kept us cool for the
most part. After getting the equipment on board two weeks prior, we used the SteppIR CrankIR antenna on 20M
and a dipole across the ship for 40M.
During both days, we managed 1008 QSO’s with 457 contacts on 20M & 551 contacts on 40M. DX was a rare
as 20M fell off by noon on Saturday and never really recovered during the weekend. Ron, NA8Q managed to
get Switzerland in CW to make it our longest distance QSO for the week. Ron Harbaugh NA8Q managed 24
CW contacts on 20M.
Bob, W8GMA & Gary, K8ONZ came down from Michigan to operate, and did they ever. Bob, on Sunday
operated two and half hours straight. That helped a lot and kept the rest of us on a more manageable rotation.
Gary Donated his Ameritron ALS 600 Amplifier to TMRA for use on special events like this. I would like to
give many thanks Gary for his generous gift.
I would also like to thank Don Wallace for his many years of being our liaison to the Museum of the Great
Lakes. Due to his health condition, he is no longer able to continue as liaison going forward. We also need to
thank Jim, our winch operator. He stayed over Sunday to get our equipment off the ship. Last, but not least,
thanks to all who showed up and helped in setup/teardown and operations. This includes, W8TER Steve,
WA2DHG David, KD8WCD Tom, W8MUK Glenn, N8GBU Mike, K8EEE Ernie, KD8EVN Dave, KC8IDM
Steve, K8ONZ Gary, W8GMA Bob, N8RLH Ron & NA8Q Ron. Without them, this event wouldn’t be
possible.
So here is to kicking off the the post COVID era in radio, it was a honor to work and I’ll be here to help Ernie,
K8EEE, in moving forward in being the captain of K8E, the James M Schoonmacher annual event.
Thanks to Darin KD9WBZ and Dave KD8EVN for their hard work. Ed.

Pictures from the Ships on the Air Event
Courtesy KD8WBZ and KD8EVN
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Field Day Results from June 26th and 27th at the
Wolcott House in Maumee:

Pictures from Field Day at Wolcott House June 2021
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KC8TVW struggles with his laptop
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Rich KD8WCB prepares beef hot dogs for latecomers
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Setting up the 160 and 80 antennas: K8YTY, KE8UE, W8TER, and KB8FXJ
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Lots and lots of PSK31 activity with an ICOM 7000 , signal link, and only 25 watts.
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KC8TVW and AA8HS with gokit, ASUS laptop running FLdigi and club logging
laptop
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N3FJP Field Day software logging numerous digital contacts.

Ham Radio Humor
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Dale's Tales for July
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for July, 2021.
For the most part we seem to be getting past the serious Covid-19 issues and some state close to normal is
returning to the Great Lakes Division.
The personal losses have been severe and our thoughts go out to all who suffered so dearly over these past 18
months. As I briefly mentioned last month, our hamfest/swap scene has returned and now I can add: "with a
vengeance." Swap attendance at a few recent events appeared to be noticeably higher than pre-Covid levels. We
know some of our major vendors have been impacted by the recent shut-downs, and we all hope that we'll see
them back on the hamfest circuit very soon.
Field Day (FD) offered the opportunity to again team up either at a single site, or collaborate scores from
different locations. In either case, on-the-air activity seemed enthusiastic and close to normal from what this
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operator could hear. And we are all can be thankful for that. In a few weeks we'll see how our FD scores
compared with previous years, but, regardless of scores, it seemed as though attitudes were great and everyone
was genuinely upbeat and having a great time. Some locations were faced with significant rainfall, some with
winds and others endured the heat. My local club faced a windstorm which destroyed a tent (but not the CW
operator), but returned to the air shortly, losing little time in getting back into the fray. We did get reports of
significant rainfall at other FD sites, further adding to the adventures of being prepared for operating in the
field.
Our ARRL Board of Directors meets in Mid-July with a rather full agenda.
Under consideration is the addition of a new Standing Committee, specifically to assist and grow our Field
Organization and the strong interest in the Amateur Radio Emergency Service, The National Traffic System,
Government Liaisons, Public Relations, Technical Advisors, and working with ARRL Affiliated Radio Clubs.
This will allow specific focus on these areas, with needed support. It will lessen the load on the Programs and
Services Committee, allowing them to concentrate on several specific areas which include the DXCC program,
LoTW and contesting.
SCOTT'S STUFF: Comments from your ARRL Vice Director Scott, N8SY.
Happy 4th of July and Happy Birthday to America!
I don’t know about you, but I’m still recovering from last weekend’s Field Day. I took to the road and visited
with as many Field Day sites as I could get to. This year I headed south and got to 9 sites. I do apologize if I
missed your Field Day operations, maybe next year I can get there. According to the ARRL Field Day Locator
we had 88 sites operational within the Division this year, and I’m sure that there were many more but they just
didn’t list themselves.
Things continue to be really busy here with attending club meetings and work on the committees of which I am
a member. Our Field Service Working Group is meeting regularly with the new Field Services Manager and the
CEO to implement improvements within the field organization. We have already started to see changes. One of
those changes was the CEO holding a townhall forum with all of the Section Managers. We have a lot of work
ahead, with more changes and improvements yet to come on the horizon.
The PR Committee has chosen what we feel is a really great nominee for the Philip J. McGan Memorial Silver
Antenna Award and sent our recommendation on to the Programs and Services Committee for their approval.
Once approved by them, then it’s off to the full Board of Directors for final approval at the July meeting. Our
PR Committee also put together a lot of information to help all of you promote this year’s Field Day. I hope
your PIO’s took advantage of that material.
Work on the Great Lakes Division Convention has really taken off. We’ve already had several Zoom planning
meetings and are now working to get a really great lineup of forum speakers. We already have several locked in
and I know that you definitely won’t want to miss hearing from them! The great folks of Bowling Green
Kentucky are going to host the 10th Annual Vette City Hamfest / ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention on
October 2nd! As that it is only 3 months away, you’ll want to make sure that this event gets on your calendars
now. We want everyone in the Great Lakes Division to come out and have a blast with us.
Yes, the Joseph Phillips, K8QOE, Newsletter Award is still on. For those of you in Kentucky and Michigan
please get your newsletters turned in to your Section Manager and Public Information Coordinator quickly.
The best newsletter from each of the 3 Sections (Michigan, Kentucky and Ohio) will be chosen by their
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respective Section Leaderships to compete for this very prestigious award.
We want every club in the Great Lakes Division to be able to participate for this award. So, if you are producing
a newsletter, be sure to send a copy of it to your Section Manager. He’ll take it from there.
That is going to do it from here this month. So, “GOTA” and have FUN!!!
--73, Scott Yonally N8SY, Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
HAMFESTING: You will note that hamfests have begun to "scrunch" together and several are sharing the same
date. These date conflicts are inevitable for many reasons. The most obvious is that there are 52 weekends a
year and we have over 80 swaps annually in the Great Lakes Division. Take time out for holidays and the
limitations become obvious. This year, of course has several hamfests that have been shifted to dates later in the
year.
As each ARRL Affiliated radio club is independent, they each have the right to choose their hamfest date. I am
sure they all do their part to ensure date conflicts are minimized. Each club likewise deserves to have its
hamfest sanctioned by ARRL to insure mutual support for these important activities. Your ARRL staff and I do
our best to discuss these conflicts with the sponsors in an effort to avoid them, but activities often fall on dates
that can't be altered because of long term commitments. The best we can do is encourage careful scheduling on
the part of sponsors to insure dates are clear, thus offering the best opportunities for successful hamfests.
Here is the current listing of Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned hamfests for 2021. Please note that all are
subject to change, so please stay current by checking the sponsoring club's web page before making your travel
arrangements. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is set. If you club plans to request
ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, they should do so well in advance of the planned Hamfest date, as this allows
adequate time for QST Listings. QST announcements require a 3 month lead time. If a swap is cancelled or the
date is going to change, please notify ARRL HQ.
2021 Great Lakes Div. ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest calendar:
07/10/2021 - Mansfield Mid Summer Trunkfest, Mansfield, OH
07/10/2021 - Cave City Hamfest - Cave City, KY
07/17/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
07/17/2021 - NOARS Fest, Elyria, OH
07/18/2021 - Van Wert Hamfest, Van Wert, OH
07/25/2021 - St. Joseph Co ARC Swap, Centreville, MI
08/07/2021 - Columbus Hamfest, Columbus, OH
08/07/2021 - MOVARC Hamfest, Bidwell, OH
08/21/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
08/28/2021 - Cincinnati Hamfest/Ohio Conference, Cincinnati, OH
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08/29/2021 - Seaway Trunk Swap, Port Huron, MI
09/11/2021 - Greater Louisville, Shepherdsville, KY
09/11/2021 - GRAHamfest, Grand Rapids, MI
09/12/2021 - Findlay Hamfest, Findlay, OH
09/18/2021 - Cadillac Hamfest, Cadillac, MI
09/18/2021 - Richmond Hamfest, Richmond, KY
09/18/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
09/18/2021 - CMARC Hamfest, Okemos, MI
09/18/2021 - Mound ARA Swapmeet, Miamisburg, OH
09/18/2021 - Miami Co Swap Meet, Troy, OH
09/19/2021 - Adrian Hamfest, Adrian, MI
09/26/2021 - Cleveland Hamfest, Berea, OH
10/02/2021 - VetteCity/Great Lakes Convention, Bowling Green, KY
10/16/2021 - Muskegon Color Tour Swap, Muskegon, MI
10/24/2021 - USECA Hamfest, Madison Hgts, MI
10/31/2021 - Massillon Swap, Massillon, OH
11/06/2021 - Grant ARC Hamfest, Georgetown, OH
12/04/2021 - Fulton Co Winterfest, Delta, OH
12/05/2021 - L'anse Creuse Swap, Madison Hgts, MI
For the latest detail on regional hamfests, check the ARRL web page at:
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests-and-conventions-calendar.

73, Stay safe, go buy new ham radio stuff.
Light up those bands!
Dale Williams WA8EFK
Director - Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org
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Did you know?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The social net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net. The Monday night 6
meter Net is at 9 PM on the TMRA 6 meter repeater.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
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•
•

.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.

•
•

The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase. Instead of typing in the URL
www.amazon.con, you must use smile.amazon.com.
There is a 900 Mhz net Saturday nights at 9 pm on the TMRA 900 Mhz repeater.
There is a simplex two meter net on 144.22 Mhz USB Friday nights at 8 pm.

•
•
•
•

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: AA8HS@ arrl.net or writing to:
Bruce, AA8HS
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
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Editor: Bruce AA8HS
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