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From the Prez, Steve W8TER 

 

April being a rather blah month has past us now. We were able to operate on NVIS 

day which was April 24th. We setup at Maumeeôs fire station number two. This will 

be the last time we will be able to use the area because Maumee has sold the fire 

station building and the property.  

For the event we set up a dual band antenna. The antenna tuned up quite well and 

some contacts were made with good signal reports. If you would like to bbuild this 

antenna and need help with the coils We can find you some help with those. 

The greatest success with this operation was that throughout the day hams would 

arrive and be able to talk face to face with each other. Even though we have been 

self-isolating it was good just see people with skin on them. 

ARRL is considering a unique approach to Sunday night nets. They are looking at 

having a ñSeasoned Hamò net where as questions from the tests are read and the 

answers given to those listening. When the correct answer is given, there is some 

discussion about it and all hams are encouraged to share in this type of net. We have 

tried it out on our Sunday net. If you have not listened to the Sunday night net it 

starts at 8 PM on Sundays on the frequency of 147-270 linked to 442.850. 

Hope you can join us. 

Summer is on its way. Field day is the 4th full weekend in June. 

We are still waiting for the governors okay. We do not know when or if it will 

happen. The rules are basically the same as last year however the power rating has 

been changed. 

Stay safe and keep on keeping on. 

TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon 
May 2021 
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The Prez also sez: I am currently looking for someone to take over our Field Day 

event. 

This would mean being in charge of organizing the event from start to finish. 

If you are interested contact me for discussion. 

73, 

Steve, W8TER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  
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Some onboard operating procedures and habits will be different this year. TMRA will not have anyone 

in the galley public area. There will be no outreach to the public onboard.  

We will only be on the dog house deck making radio contacts with our fellow radio amateurs 

worldwide. We will be limited to how many people can be onboard at any time during the event.  

A schedule will be made for all radio operators and loggers (if used). Operators may do logging too. 

Social distancing will be enforced and masks when we are close together.  

Everyone on board will be scheduled and there will be no drop in members or visitor members.  

We expect to have 20m and 40m SSB stations not in the same room, but in two different rooms.  

The final say for the go or no go for Schoonmaker activation will be the decision of the Museum of the 

Great Lakes and the State of Ohioôs current rules and regulations for having this type of event. We will 

respect their decisions as being final. As always, the #1 rule is this will be a safe event for all attending.  
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This Special Event is only open to TMRA Members.  

If you are interested in attending the Special Event or want more information in being part of the K8E 

Schoonmaker Team, please advise our 2021 Schoonmaker Chairman Darin Snell KD8WBZ by email at: 

KD8WBZ@arrl.net.  

You will be put on our email information list for the K8E event and receive and latest news via email. 

Let Darin know if you plan to operate and which day or days (Saturday or Sunday) are best for you to 
get on the air. 

Up to date information will be also be posted on the QRZ K8E website and as always, at:  
MUSEUM SHIPS WEEKEND EVENT sponsored by The Battleship New Jersey Amateur Radio 
Station.  

For a current list of ships and other information on the worldwide event at: 

https://www.nj2bb.org/museum/ 

Be part of the K8E Team that welcomes the world onboard the James M. Schoonmaker at the 
Museum of the Great Lakes in Toledo, Ohio,  ,June 5 & 6, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nj2bb.org/museum/
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ARES News  
From Tim, KD8I ZU 

boxcar@toast.net. 

 

 
  

First of all we would like to thank everyone who 
assisted with the Glass City Marathon on April 25th.  
This month's ARES General Meeting will be held at a 
park, so bring your chair and come on out, join us for 
the first in person meeting in over a year weather 

permitting on May 22nd. Keep tune to ARES in Brief Net and other ARES 
info outlets for which park we are going to use. 
 
Our next event will probably be in June as far as we know at this time. 
Please always keep in touch through ARES in Brief Net on Sunday Nights 
at 7:30 or the ARES IO Group. If you have questions, you can contact Tim 
KD8IZU 
  
 
 
There is an app on the IO Group to renew your Lucas County ARES 
Membership, this app will also allow you to sign you up for ARES alerts and 
get info to get state ID when there is an emergency deployment. Please fill it 
out so we can keep our records up to date if you are a Lucas County ARES 
Member.  
 
If you go to the Ohio Section newsletter at ARRL-Ohio.org under Skywarn 
there are several sites listed for Skywarn Spotter Training. 
The Lucas County Siren Net is always the first Friday of the month, we run a 
net on the 147.270 repeater starting around 11:45 a.m. with the sirens going 
off at noon.  
The Lucas County ARES Meeting is held on the fourth Saturday of month.   
The ARES in Brief Net is ran on Sunday nights at 7:30 P.M.  on the 146.940 
repeater and on the fourth Sunday of the month 147.270 repeater. This Net 
is where ARES puts out their announcements and your chance to enter your 
voice. 
  

mailto:boxcar@toast.net
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KD8IZU has issue a fund raising challenge, "Donate your spare change to 
LCARES". Contact Tim KD8IZU for details. 
 
 

Pictures from NVIS DayðApril 24, 2021 

 
Courtesy Bill KE8OTF 
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 The hot glue comes in handy!  
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Editorôs Note: 

 

This experiment confirms the experience that many of us have had with antennas on 80 and 40 meters. 

Figure 3 shows that the bandwidth for a reasonable SWR is tighter at 80 meters than on 40 meters. 

That is certainly true even with dipole antennas. When you add an in series coil, the bandwidth gets 

even tighter, sometimes to the extent that you need to adjust the number of coil turns using an antenna 

analyzer. Plus, the adjustment must be made for the portion of the band that you are using. 80 meters 

has twice the wavelength of 40 meters and more territory so that these kinds of adjustments are  easier 

on 40 meters. One more thing, the larger the coil diameter, the higher the Q factor and therefore the 

tighter the bandwidth. When you still have a high SWR, a good antenna tuner helps by keeping the 

radio happy, but at a cost of reducing the output power from the antenna and receive sensitivity. 
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From Chuck KB8FXJ 

 

Amateur Radio Credited with Rescue of Back-Country Hiker in Tennessee  

04/28/2021  

A back-country hiker was rescued from Great Smoky Mountains National Park with assistance from amateur 

radio after she became exhausted on the trail and possibly dehydrated. A member of the hiking group on the 

parkôs Little River Trail, Tim Luttrell, KA9EBJ, put out a call on the evening of April 11 via the W4KEV 

linked VHF repeater in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, requesting assistance in extricating the injured member. No cell 

phone service was available at the location, and Luttrellôs signal was spotty at times, owing to the mountainous 

terrain.  

Responding was David Manuel, W5DJR, who obtained more information and called 911, which routed the call 

to Great Smoky Mountains National Park Emergency Medical Service (GSMNP EMS). The national park EMS 

relayed through Manuel a request for the group to continue down the trail as far as possible to shorten the rescue 

time. Parties were asked to stand by.  

A medic with the Park Service search-and-rescue team subsequently reached Manuel by telephone, who served 

to relay questions to Luttrell. Manuel contacted members of the hikerôs family after Luttrell provided contact 

numbers. Manuel was asked to relay information for the family to arrange to meet in Cherokee, North Carolina, 

and be prepared to transport the distressed hikerôs vehicle to her home. By this time, a couple of hours had 

passed. Manuel maintained occasional contact with Luttrell, who indicated that all was well, but his battery was 

low and that he would power down the radio in between contact attempts to conserve power.  

Manuel continued to monitor the repeater system and got a call from Luttrell indicating ñall clearò shortly after 

2 AM. Manuel later received a text indicating that the family members had connected with the distressed hiker 

and extended their thanks to all who had helped out.  

Luttrell said afterward that Manuel ñwas calm, professional, and persistent but patient in obtaining information 

he needed through the challenges I was having with my radio.ò He allowed that without his spare battery pack 

and high-gain antenna, the incident may not have gone so well. A newer radio had been damaged in an earlier 

rescue effort, he told ARRL Tennessee Section Manager Dave Thomas, KM4NYI.  

The injured hiker was hospitalized and required surgery and rehabilitation. Thomas told ARRL that heôd 

learned another hiker in the same group was close to hypothermia by the time they were rescued.  

Thomas will recognize each of the radio amateurs involved in the rescue with a Certificate of Merit during the 

ARRL Tennessee State Convention in Knoxville on June 19th. 
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Richard KB8NXO suggested that all hams watch this 15-minute 

video about field operations: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJwVrly0A7I 

 

 

 
Ham Radio Humor 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJwVrly0A7I
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Think about it. 


